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EDITORIAL 


Drafted To What? 


We most unequivocally believe in national pre- 
paredness and also in the obligation of the in- 
dividual to the state, to see that this preparedness 
is a reality. 


In fact, had an adequate policy of national de- 
fense been incorporated, after the first world war, 
into what we are happy to call the American way 
of life, there are strong reasons to think that 
the tragedy of World War II would never have 
taken place. 


For this reason we are constrained to accept 
the necessity of maintaining a military organiza- 
tion so efficient and capable of sudden and rapid 
expansion that it can act as a world-wide deterrant 
to war. To do this is to invite national disaster of 
untold magnitude. 


Accepting this necessity, which involves a period 
of intensive military training for boys in their late 
teens, a programme which will touch the homes and 
lives of many dear to us, the Christian citizens of 
America have both the right and also the duty to 
make it clear that this obligation of citizenship to 
its government also entails an obligation on the 
part of the government to her citizens. 


We are making this statement after having come 
in contact with thousands of our men and women 
who have been in the armed services recently. 


We have no right to expect the United States 
Government to undertake the moral and spiritual 
training of our youth. But, we do have every 
right to insist that in the future more adequate 
moral standards shall be maintained by those in 
authority. 


The moral laxity of many in the enlisted and 
officer personnel in our army of occunation in 
Germany today has become so outrageous that cal- 
lous news reporters have become almost unanimous 
in stating that present conditions there are a dis- 
grace to the Army and to the United States. 


An American evangelist recently was in con- 
ference with a group of Protestant ministers in 


Amsterdam and to him they made this statement. 
“We welcomed the American troops and _ thank 
God for the liberation they brought us, but it is 
a sad fact that their behaviour, after liberation, 
was too often worse than that of the German 
occupation troops. The Germans at least maintain- 


“a dicipline but American dicipline has heen very 
ae. 


Drunkenness among American soldiers in France 
has been so common that their behavior has been 


protested against again and again by the usually 
callous Parisian. 


In the Army and Navy in the past some sem- 
blance of moral standards has been maintained. 
Today the sole offense in contracting social diseases 
is if the disease is not reported. 


We state again, that there may be no misunder- 
standing of our position, we do not hold the Army 
and Navy authorities responsible for moral and 
spiritual training, but we do insist that the recong- 
nized standards of decent living shall be insisted 
upon both for officers and men. 


And here we digress sufficiently to state that 
never again must the tragic mistake of the Womans 
Army Corps be repeated. We state this on personal 
observation, on the word of dozens of officers, 
particularly Army doctors, and also on the word of 
Christian women who were members of that or- 
ganization. There was not one ligitimate task 
assigned to these women which could not have 
been performed as well by 4-Fs of similar quali- 
fication. All we say is this. This branch of the 
Army has been disbanded. It must never be creat- 
ed again. 


Christian parents, faced with the necessity of 
having their sons of draft age called into essential 
military training, can and must give those boys the 
training in the things of the Lord, and commit them 
to Him, as they go out to face the temptations 
and the hardening influences of military life, and 
they should at the same time rise up as loyal citi- 
zens of our country and demand that decent moral 
standards shall be recognized as a part of the 
military dicipline to which their sons are to be sub- 
jected. This will probably entail the elimination 
of some Army and Navy personnel in high places 
but it will pay high dividends, both in morale and 
citizenship. 
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If you, Christian citizen, want higher moral 
standards enforced during this necessary period of 
military training, then it is your duty to make your 
views known to those who make the laws of our 
land. —L.N.B. 


A Greater Munich 


As the name Quisling has given us a new word 
for traitor, so the name Munich has come to mean 
appeasement by compromise with evil. A nation 
was sacrificed for a peace which did not last. 


In our national life today we are playing with 
a compromise which can only end with tragic re- 
sults. We are temporizing with Communism within 
our national life far deeper than probably any of 
us recognize. 


National emergency caused us to take sides 
with Russia, against a common foe. In the realis- 
tic necessities of the hour we could hardly have 
done less. But, we foolishly failed to insist on 
certain inalienable rights as co-belligerents, par 
ticularly when we furnished her the staggering 
amounts of material under Lend-Lease. 


However, this editorial has not to do with our 
American relations with Russia. Our concern is 
with those who are under the cloak of American 
citizenship, and hiding behind the rights given 
citizens under the constitution, gnawing the vitals 
of our American system of government. 


This is not a political editorial. It is an edi- 
torial calling attention to the fact that Communism 
is anti-Christian. We have studied a little of the 
programme and the ideology of the Communistic 
system. It is utterly incompatible with Christian- 
ity. Frank Communists say the same thing. Re- 
cently a Chinese Communist was sent into a dis- 
trict to spy on Chinese Christian leaders. His con- 
tact was so real that he himself was converted to 
Christianity and he later made the following state- 
ment, ‘“‘We were told at Party Headquarters not to 
pay any attention to our own propaganda but to 
always remember that Christianity is the implacable 
foe of Communism and that it must be stamped 
out.” 


The most effective weapon against Communism 
is an aggressive presentation of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in all of its fullness. Evangelical 
Christianity is today the thing most feared by 
Communism. The Communist laughs at the theo- 
logical liberal who, posing as an economist, preaches 
socialism and social reform; leaving out the aton- 
ing work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Such leader- 
ship but paves the way for the next step into a 
Communistie system. 


But, while using the Sword of the Spirit and all 
of the defensive armor of the Christian, as citizens, 
we should bring a halt to the present compromise 
policy toward those who would undermine our 
system of government. 


Communism has no right to claim the privileges 
and immunities of a political party. It is an alien 
ideology taking its cue from an alien state. 


As Christians let us preach and teach and live 
so that men may know the one way of eternal life 
is thru the new birth. As Christians let us vigor- 
ously maintain America as a nation of freedom, 
freedom in and through our Lord and Savior. 
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The freedom which the founders of our nation 
had in mind, and which they guaranteed in our 
constitution, never contemplated the using of this 
very protection to permit the destruction of our 
nation. That is the freedom of suicide. 

—L.N.B. 


The Living Word 


Some books about the Bibie bring a rich blessing. 
Many others are a snare. These sit in judgement 
on the Word of God and their approach to the sub- 
ject is an affront to the spiritual Christian as well 


as the Holy Spirit Who inspired and directed its 
writing. 


For those who have come under the influence 
of such writings or teachings, we would suggest 
an antidote. Read nothing but the Bible itself 
for a while. Let it speak for itself. Ask the 
Holy Spirit to illumine its pages and to show the 
plan and the will of God for you. 


We have every confidence that where this is 
done, where the one intermediary between the 
Book and our hearts is the Spirit of God, then we 
will know in our hearts that it is a God-breathed 
Book, that from Genesis to Revelation it is a per- 
fect whole, accurate, truthful and infallible. In 
our hearts will come the assurance that heaven and 
earth shall pass away but that the Word of God 
abides forever. —L.N.B. 


What Is Truth? 
By Rev. Delbert P. Jorgensen’ 


Truth has been defined as that which is in ac- 
cordance with fact or reality. This definition, 
however, is not satisfactory because I may believe 
that something is the truth while you may believe 
something quite different. Thus to arrive at a 
completely acceptable understanding of the truth it 
will be well for us to investigate somewhat more 
fully. It will be well for us to answer the ques- 
tion Pilate asked of Christ, “What is truth?” 


The foundation stone of truth is God. The basis 
of truth is in the character of God. When we at- 
tempt to establish a fact upon any other premise 
it is bound to contain, partially or predominantly, 
that which is error. We can arrive at the truth, 
whether it be in the realm of physics or medicine 
or biology or psychology or theology, only as we 
recognize God as the source of all true knowledge. 
As all natural light comes from the sun, as heat 
emanates from the same course, as rain comes 
down from the heavens, so too, the absolute truth 
finds its ultimate and basic source in God who can- 
not lie. All that is not true comes, either from 
egotistical man who would set himself up as a god, 
or agg the devil who is a lair and in whom is no 
truth. 


Another fact concerning truth is that it is 
eternal. Men arise in every generation who set 
themselves up as final authorities and proclaim 
some new truth which they have uncovered. The 
eternal truth, however, is ageless. The belief of 
the middle ages concerning a flat world was proven 
erroneous. The truth had always been present 
though it took many generations before men re- 
cognized it. In the last century evolution was set 
forth as a new truth but was soon abandoned be- 
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cause serious thinking men could not maintain 
their false position. The truth of creation (mak- 
ing something out of nothing) is eternal and men 
must inevitably come back to that true position. 
Men once believed that the sun moved around the 
earth but astronomers proved indubitably that the 
opposite was true. Men’s errors do not alter true 
facts. They only show man in his true light. 
Sooner or later they must come to the place where 
they accept the eternal truth. Truth cannot be 
otherwise. It comes from God “who is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and forevermore.” 


We mention a final thought concerning truth. 
The God of all truth has seen fit to reveal] himself 
(and consequently truth) to us. This revelation 
is found in the Bible, the infallible Word of God, 
and in Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God. The 
Scriptures do not purport to be a book on science 
but when that subject is touched upon, in what- 
ever field, the Bible is trustworthy. The spade 
corroborates the historicity of the Old and New 
Testaments. The test tube fortifies Holy Writ. 
The psychologist proves the veracity of the eternal 
Word. Christ is even a fuller revelation of the 


truth. He said, “I am the way, the TRUTH, and 
the life; no man cometh unto the Father but by 
me.” He took upon Him mortal flesh that He 
might make evident the truth in all its awfulness 
and graciousness and gloriousness. He reveals 
that man is a sinner before God and eternally 
damned - by his own wicked deeds. This is the 
awful truth. He reveals that God sent Himself, 
the Son, to die on the cross and bear in His own 
body the sins of the world. This is the gracious 
truth. He reveals that we can be freed from our 
rightful punishment as we trust in His shed blood, 
This is the glorious truth. 


Christ once said, “Ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free.” Believe this 
truth which Jesus Christ revealed concerning sin 
and salvation—and you shall be freed from guilt 
and the certain punishment which awaits those 
who reject the mercy of God as it is set forth in the 
gospel. “If the Son shall therefore make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed.” 


*Oakdale, La. 





Ill: The Holy Spirit And 
The Church 


THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT 
By Rev. T. E. P. Woods, D.D.* 


God has given two great gifts to men, His Son 
and His Spirit. God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son for it. Christ so loved 
the Church that He prayed the Father to give the 
Holy Spirit to it. Both were love gifts. Both 
were for the exaltation of the recipients. The 
gift of the Son was for the salvation of sinners, to 
bring them from a lost state to the state of sons of 
God. The gift of the Spirit was for the sanctifica- 
tion of the sons who had been saved, to raise them 
from the declared state of sons to the glorious 
standing of heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus 
Christ, to an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
and full of glory. 


The benefits to be derived from the gifts depend 
on their being received. The gift of God in Christ 
offered men the power to become the sons of God, 
IF they received it. “As many as received Him, 
to them gave he the POWER to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name” 
John 1:12. Christ’s atonement was sufficient for 
the salvation of the whole human race; but it was 
efficient only to those who received Him by a 
definite act of appropriating faith. On the day 
of His ascension, Jesus said to His disciples whom 
He had chosen, “Ye shall receive POWER, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me” Acts 1:8. The gift of the 
Spirit to the Church is sufficient to transform the 
character of each member into the dignity and 
glory rightly belonging to a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people, 
who should show forth the praises of Him who 
called them out of darkness into His marvelous 


light, to be a radiant people. But this transform- 
ing power is efficient only to those who receive it 
by a definite act of appropriating faith. 


We must distinguish between the gift of the 
Spirit and the baptism of the Spirit. The baptism 
of the Spirit at Pentecost was the act of incorpo- 
rating the Body of Christ, and of initiating its 
organic life; it was performed by the Spirit. The 
one hundred and twenty souls who composed the 
first body of the Church were believers in Christ, 
and so had been born again; but they were not 
baptized by the Holy Spirit until the day of Pente- 
cost. After that, each soul who received. Christ 
by faith was baptized into the Church immediately 
by the Spirit. The Pentecostal Church also re 
ceived the gifts of the Spirit of faith, as was 
manifested by the POWER of its members in wit- 
nessing for Christ. So firmly was this double re- 
ception of Christ and the Holy Spirit fixed in the 
mind of the Church, that failure to receive the 
Holy Spirit put a doubt on one’s having received 
Christ. On his third missionary journey, Paul 
found certain disciples at Ephesus who were fol- 
lowers of the teaching of John the Baptist. Paul 
asked them, “Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when 
ye believed?” They said that they had not heard 
anything about the Holy Spirit. Paul then preach- 
ed Christ unto them; they believed; the Holy Spirit 
came upon them as He had done at Pentecost; and 
they were baptized a second time with water as 
a testimony of their faith, Thus Paul recognized 
the Spirit baptism and the gift of the Spirit as 
necessary marks of salvation. “If any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.’’ Rom. 8:9 
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The gift of the Spirit must not be confused with 
the gifts of the Spirit. The gifts were the specially 
endowed witnesses given to the Church, and the 
abilities bestowed on them by the Spirit to qualify 
them for their duties. “Now ye are the body of 
Christ, and members in particular. And God hath 
set some in the Church, first apostles, secondarily 
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then 
gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of 
tongues” 1 Cor. 12:27, 28. These are some of 
the gifts of the Spirit, but the gift of the Spirit is 
the Holy Spirit Himself. 


The gift of the Spirit was for the Church alone; 
it was never offered to sinners. When Simon 
Magus tried to buy the right to use the power of 
the Spirit, and to confer the Spirit on others by 
laying on his hands, he was rebuked by Peter, and 
told to repent of his wickedness and pray for for- 
giveness. The Spirit comes only on those who have 
been redeemed by faith in the shed blood of 
Christ. We have in our days a mystic cult who pro- 
fess to attaining peace with God by waiting for 
the Spirit and yielding to the Spirit for guidance 
which they share with others. This sounds scrip- 
tural; and they report some remarkable transfor- 
mation of lives. But there is a dangerous omission 
in their teaching and practice; they ignore the 
blood atonement which is the foundation of the 
Spirit’s mission and the reason for His being 
given. 


The gift of the Spirit is viewed in three aspects 
in the New Testament: As a seal, as a power, as an 
anointing. 


1. The Seal. The Spirit is given to us to assure 
us that we are really saved and belong to God. 
“Now he which established us with you in Christ, 
and anointed us, is God; who also hath sealed us, 
and given us the earnest of the Spirit in our 
hearts.” II Cor. 1:21-22. God wants us to know in 
our hearts that we are His; so He gives us the 
Holy Spirit to abide with us forever. We are His 
in Christ, who died for us that we might live for 
Him. This is a certainty; but there are many who 
do not have the assurance of salvation. The Spirit 
is given to bring this assurance. He is the seal of 
our salvation, and the pledge in our hearts of our 
salvation as He witnesses with our spirits that we 
are the children of God. He does this by bringing 
to our remembrance the things of Christ, and by 
making us understand the meaning of the truth, if 
we receive Him. When we do receive Him, we 
shall know it and show it by turning away from 
evil things and enjoying holy things. God expects 
this of us: “Nevertheless the foundation of God 
standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth 
them that are His, And, let every one that nameth 
the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” II Tim. 
2:19. God has set the seal of ownership on us: not 
our conscience, which often judges wrong or goes 
to sleep; but the Holy Spirit Himself who never 
sleeps nor grows weary nor misleads, who con- 
va bears witness with our hearts that we are 
saved. 


2. The Power. “But ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me.” Acts 1:8. At Pente- 
cost there was a manifestation of physical power 
in the sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and in the appearance of light that separ- 
ated into many tongues as of fire, and set upon 
each of the believers. Then they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. It was 


not their power, but the power of the Spirit tak- 
ing control of their minds and their bodies, and 
using them as His instruments. They received the 
Gift of the Spirit, because they had been waiting 
in prayer, expecting Him. In possession of a power 
that they knew was not of themselves, but of God, 
they became bold and confident as they spoke the 
words of their Lord in any language needed by 
their polyglot audience. Peter preached a master- 
ful sermon; the Spirit carried its message into the 
hearts of the men who listened; and when the clos- 
ing words were spoken, “Therefore let all the 
house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath 
made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Christ,” their hearts were pricked 
by the power of the Holy Spirit in Peter, and cried 
out, “What must we do?” 


This surge of supernatural power is available to 
the Church whenever it wills to receive it; for it is 
the gift of the Spirit to the Church. Again and 
again, in the narrative of the Acts, we hear re- 
peated the words of power: “Filled with the 
Spirit.” “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, 
said unto them ... ” “And they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word 
with boldness.” “And they chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Ghost.” “Then Paul, 
filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him, 
and said ... ” 


Effective preaching is done by men filled with 
the Holy Spirit. Great and gracious revivals come 
when a church is filled with the Holy Spirit. This 
is not a so-called ‘“‘Second Blessing’’; it may be a 
second, or a third, or a thousandth blessing; for 
the fullness of the Spirit is always available; but 
it is often lacking in a church or in a member of 
the Church, because the power line of prayer is 
broken; for this power must be received by a 
definite act of appropriating faith. The filling of 
the Spirit may be repeated as often as the heart 
desires it enough to meet the conditions for re- 
ceiving it. There is no ritual prescribed for re- 
ceiving this gift; it is offered; all we have to do is 
to accept it. It is the joy of the Holy Spirit to give 
Himself fully; it grieves the Spirit when the chil- 
dren He is training for glorious service turn away 
to other things. 


3. The Anointing. Jesus, in His sermon at Na- 
zareth, said: “‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel 
to the poor.” Jesus was sealed with the Spirit (John 
6:27), filled with the Spirit (Luke 4:1), and 
anointed with the Spirit (Acts 10:38), for His 
service among men. His anointing was His ordi- 
nation by the Father, and that anointing was the 
pouring out of the Spirit without measure. It was 
fitting that the Church which is His Body should 
have the anointing of the Spirit to carry on the 
things which He began to do and to teach; for He 
had said to His deciples, I have chosen you, and 
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit.” John 15:16. The anointing of the Spirit 
is the ordination of the Church for its task of 
witnessing. 


In the Old Testament, the holy anointing oil is the 
symbol of the Spirit of God. It was compounded 
by a prescription that God gave Moses; it was to 
be used to sanctify, or consecrate, to the service 
of God the tabernacle and its furniture, and the 
appointed servants of God. In those former times, 
the priest was anointed to be holy unto the Lord, 
and to be the mediator between God and man; the 
king was anointed that the Spirit of the Lord 
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might rest on him in power to rule his people 
wisely and justly; the prophet was anointed to be 
the oracle of God to His people. 


“But ye have an anointing from the Holy One, 
and ye know all things.” 1 John 2:20. This as- 
sertion echoes the promise Jesus made to His dis- 
ciples, “Howbeit, when He the Spirit of truth is 
come, He will guide you into all truth; He shall 
glorify Me; for He shall receive of Mine and shall 
show it unto you.” John 16:13 We of ourselves 
do not know all things. We of ourselves cannot 
find the way into all truth. But, if we receive 
the anointing which is the Spirit of truth Himself, 
we shall have the Guide who can and will lead us 
step by step into truth after truth in the curriculum 
of God’s school, until the far off vistas of the 
glories of Christ, so veiled by the mists of our 
human misunderstanding, are revealed clearly in 





the heavenly atmosphere through which we see, 
and which we breathe, and we come into fellow. 
ship with the Father, and His Son Jesus Christ, 
Then will the prayer of Jesus for the Church be 
answered: “For their sakes I sanctify myself, 
that they themselves also may be sanctified jp 
truth. Neither for these only do I pray, but for 
them also that believe on me through their word; 
that they may all be one as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they may be one in us: that the 
world may believe that thou didst send me. And 
ws glory which thvou hast given me I have given 
them.” 


This is our anointing, our power, our seal: Even 
the Holy Spirit, God’s gift to us. Have we receiy. 
ed Him? 


*McCallie School, Chattanooga, Tenn. 





The Federal Council Speaks 


For The Churches 


Probably a large part of the membership of the 
churches in the Federal Council would be surpris- 
ed to learn that the Council speaks for them. They 
would be much more surprised, if not startled, 
to know just what the Council says when it does 
speak for them. 


In considering factual evidence of just how the 
Council is speaking for the churches and represent- 
ing them, let it be borne in mind that the Council 
frequently excuses itself, when the acts and state- 
ments of its leaders are criticized, by saying that 
these are not “official.” But certainly the leader- 
ship of an organization establishes its character. 
The open and public statements and acts of the 
leaders of an organization show clearly what are 
the ideals and objectives of the organizations which 
they lead. This is unquestionably true when these 
leaders are kept in office year after year and 
their acts and utterances are not repudiated. But 
in view of the frequently offered excuse that 
what the leaders of the Federal Council do and 
say is not “official,” let us confine our considera- 
tion to published, well-authenticated, and even as 
far as possible, to official statements and acts of 
the Federal Council and its leaders. 


It is recognized as a fact that the Federal 
Council does speak officially for the churches 
affiliated with it. In a “Federal Council Catechism,” 
published May 20, 1946, in The Presbyterian 
Outlook, the author states: “The council re- 
presents* twenty-five million Christians in twenty- 
six denominations in the United States.” 


The Federal Council officially claims to speak 
for the churches which make up its membership. 
On June 7, 1944, Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, 
General Secretary of the Federal Council, ap- 
peared before the Committee on Labor of the 
House of Representatives of the 78th Congress, 


_ *Heavy type here and elsewhere in this article 
is employed by the writer for emphasis only; it 
is not used in the writings quoted. 








By Vernon W. Patterson* 


2nd session, in behalf of Bill H. R. 3986, H. R. 

4004, and H. R. 4005, regarding the general sub- 

of prohibiting discrimination in employment. 
e said: 


“I speak in favor of the proposed legislation 
on this subject, as a representative of the Protest- 
ant churches cooperating in the Federal Council.” 
In opening his testimony, he said: “Madam Chair- 
man, my name is Samuel McCrea Cavert. I am 
general secretary of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America and appear to ex- 
press its views, as stated in official action of its 
executive committee.” 


It is very questionable whether the churches 
for whom the Federal Council claimed to speak 
that day, had any idea that they were being re- 
presented in connection with the pending labor 
legislation. Probably few if any of the denomina- 
tions in the Federal Council had ever discussed 
or taken action on the matter. And yet the Federal 
Council was claiming to express their views and 
to be acting in their behalf. 


The churches should solemnly consider just what 
the Federal Council and its leaders are saying and 
doing as their representatives, and should prayer- 
fully, as before the Lord to whom they shall render 
account, ask themselves whether they are willing 
to be represented. Let us see just what the 
Council and its leaders are saying and doing. 


1. As to Doctrine. The infidelity of the prin- 
cipal leaders of the Federal Council over many 
years has been repeatedly and extensively shown. 
Time and space forbids examining them in detail 
again. The statements of two _ representative 


leaders will suffice. One is the Federal Council’s 
official radio spokesman for many years, Dr. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick. Dr. Fosdick says in his book, 
“The Hope of the World:” The divinity of Jesus 
differs from ours in degree, but not in kind.’ 
In a letter dated January 31, 1945, he says: 
“Of course, 1 do not believe in the Virgin Birth, 
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or in that old fashioned substitutionary doctrine 
of the Atonement; and I do not know any in- 
telligent Christian minister who does.” 


The other leader, whose statement will be con- 
sidered, is the present president of the Federal 
Council, Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam. In his recent 
book, “Preaching in a Revolutionary Age,” he 
says on page 79: “Hugh Walpole, in Wintersmoon, 
tells of a father and son at church. The aged 
rector read from the Old Testament, and the boy 
learned of the terrible God who sent plagues 
upon the people and created fiery serpents to 
assult them. That night, when the father passed 
the boy’s bedroom, the boy called him, put his 
arms around his father’s neck, and, drawing him 
close, said: ‘Father, you hate Jehovah. So do I. 
I loathe him, dirty bully!’ We have long since 
rejected a conception of reconciliation associated 
historically with an ideal of a Deity that is loathe- 
some. God, for us, cannot ‘be thought of as an 
angry, avenging Being, who because of Adam’s 
sin must have his Shylockian pound of flesh. No 
wonder the honest boy in justifiable repugnance 
could say, ‘Dirty bully!” 


2. As to Pacifism. The Federal Council’s re- 
cord as to pacifism is long and ugly. It has fought 
practically every defense program in the last 
twenty-five years. Its leaders have induced thous- 
ands of our young men in colleges and church con- 
ferences to pledge themselves never to take up 
arms even in defense of our own country. But 
one official record will suffice. In the Congres- 
sional Record of 1935, there appears (Vol. 79, No. 
180, P. 15,271), an official report of the Navy 
Intelligence inserted by Congressman Maverick of 
Pennsylvania. It is as follows: 


“The Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America: This is a large radical, pacifist organiza- 
tion. It probably represents 20,000,000 Protestants 
in the United States. However, its leadership con- 
sists of a small, radical group which dictate its 
policies. It is always extremely active in any 
matter against national defense.” 


There is no doubt that these pacifistic activities 
of the Federal Council were a major factor in the 
unpreparedness which resulted in our humiliation 
at Pearl Harbor and in the long string of defeats in 
the early years of the war. It is a solemn con- 
viction with many that thousands of our dear boys 
now lie dead on the battlefields of the world as a 
result of these activities. 


3. As to Race Relations. Regarding race rela- 
tions, Information Service, the official organ of 
the Federal Council, on March 16, 1946, carried 
an article, “The Federal Council Addresses the 
Churches,” which says: “The Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America hereby renounc- 
es the pattern of segregation in race regulations 
as unnecessary and undesirable and a violation of 
the Gospel of love and human brotherhood. Having 
taken this action, the Federal Council requests its 
constituent communions to do likewise. As proof 
of their sincerity in this renunciation they will work 
for a non-segregated church and a non-segregated 
society.” 


4. As to Social Relations. The Federal Council’s 
Social Creed adopted unanimously at a full meeting, 
December, 1932, as reported by Dr. Benson Y. 
Landis, Associate Secretary of its Department of 
Research and Education in his book, “Religion 
and the Good of Society,” states: “The Churches 
Should Stand For: 
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1. Practical application of the Christian principle 
of social well-being to the acquisition and use of 
wealth, subordination of speculation and the profit 
motive to the creative and cooperative spirit. 


_ 2. Social planning and control of the credit and 
monetary systems and the economic processes for 
the common good.” 


These two statements might well have been 
taken, as in principle they have been taken, from 
the constitution of the Russian Soviet Union. 


5. As to Industrial Relations. The following is 
a recent news item: 


_ “New. York, N. Y. (RNS)—John G. Ramsey, 
vice-chairman of the Industrial Section of the 
Department of the Church and Social Service of 
the Federal Council of Churches here, has been 
appointed by the CIO to work as liaison agent 
with religious groups in the forthcoming organiza- 
tional drive in the South.” 


In a letter dated May 9, 1946, on official Federal 
Council stationery, and signed by James Myers, 
Industrial Relations Secretary, an appeal is made 
for funds, because “the necessary addition to the 
Staff and the contemplated expansion of the work 
calls for a 50 percent increase in the budget of 
Jeo Industrial Relations Division.” The letter 
states: 


“Happily there has been a vigorous strain of 
social religion in America to which the Federal 
Council of Churchs has given leadership and for 
which it has supplied channels for united action. 
Dramatic recognition of this fact came ip the 1945 
award “for distinguished service on behalf of 
labor’s rights” by the Workers Defense League to 
the Industrial Relations Secretary of the Federal 
Council of Churches.” 


Attached to the letter is an official circular 
headed “Let’s Look at the Record.” Among the 
activities listed are the following: 


“@Issued many statements advocating right to 
strike and recognition of unions during industrial 
crises when this right was denied. The Church 
Emergency Relief Committee raised thousands of 
dollars for relief of strikers’ families. 


“@Established Committee on the Church and 
Co-operatives. Has held many regional and local 
conferences, supplied speakers to churches, distri- 
buted literature, emphasized need of labor for 
cooperatives. 


“@Championed rights of sharecroppers, making 
field investigations and public reports. 


“@Helped get support of church people for per- 
manent procedures to continue work of Fair Em- 
ployment Practices Committee, and also for fair 
race practices in the churches and*unions. 


“@Industrial Secretary testified together with 
representatives of Catholic and Jewish organiza- 
tions in favor of the Wagner National Relations 
Act.” 


The Fair Employment Practices Act, it will be 
remembered, is the one imposing heavy penalties 
for failure to grant employment on account of race 
or creed. It was defeated early in 1946 by the 
prolonged filibuster of the Southern Senators. 
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Do the churches realize that they are being thus 
represented? Do they wish the Federal Council to 
speak officially in their name in such matters? 


Regardless of whether or not the membership 
may approve or disapprove of the legislation in- 
volved, is not such activity a violation of the funda- 


mental principle of the separation of Church and 
State? 


How can the Church join in an unequal yoke 
with men who deny the infallibility of the Scrip- 
tures and the Deity and blood of Christ and ex- 
pect God’s blessing and power? 


Surely concerning such teachings and activities 
the admonition of Scripture is plain: “Have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them.” (Eph. 5:11). 


Let the Church of God have done with such 
political and social scheming and devote her 
undivided attention to witnessing to the saving 
grace of the crucified and risen Savior, through 
faith in His blood, at home and abroad to the ends 
of the earth. 


*Elder in the First Presbyterian Church, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 





National Association Of 
Evangelicals 


By Rev. Daniel Iverson* 


In order to acquaint the readers of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal with what is happening in 
the field of evangelical co-operation, the writer 
thought it would be helpful to give a report of the 
Fourth Annual Meeting of the National Associa- 
tion of Evangelicals. 


The National Association of Evangelicals was 
tentatively organized in St. Louis, Missouri, in May 
1942, about one hundred fifty attending, with about 
half ‘that number setting up a tentative organiza- 
tion. It was duly constituted in Chicago a year 
later, and now boasts an active membership of 
about 1,500,000, with co-operating churches, de- 
nominations and evangelical agencies numbering 
about two million more. The National Association 
is designed to be a clearing house of service for 
all evangelical groups. The foundation for all its 
work is its creed, which is as follows: 


1. We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the 
only infallible, authoritative word of God. 


2. We believe that there is one God, eternally 
— in three persons: Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. 


3. We believe in the deity of Christ, in His 
virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in 
His vicarious and atoning death through His shed 
blood, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension 
to the right hand of the Father, and in His personal 
return in power and glory. 


4. We believe that for the salvation of lost and 
sinful man regeneration by the Holy Spirit is 
absolutely essential. 


5. We belieye in the present ministry of the 
Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is 
enabled to live a Godly life. 


6. We believe in the resurrection of both the 
saved and the lost; they that are saved unto the 
resurrection of life and they that are lost unto the 
resurrection of damnation. 


7. We believe in the spiritual unity of believers 
in Christ. 


This creed was written in St. Louis four years 
ago, and was made the basis of all fellowship and 


co-operation. In a report of a special committee 
of the International Committee of Religious Educa- 
tion, this Creed was considered by them as ex- 
tremely fundamental, as this quotation from their 
report will indicate: “The Association of Evangeli- 
cals has as a test for membership a statement of faith 
which is extremely fundamentalist but which will 
certainly find wide acceptance among Christians 
of all denominations.” Upon this Creed which 
must be subscribed to in order to secure member- 
ship or have the right to co-operate, a number of 
Commissions have been organized, such as War 
Relief (which is, of course, temporary), The Evan- 
gelical Foreign Missions Commission, Industrial 
Chaplain and Counsellors’ Commission, Commission 
on Schools and Colleges, Commission on Evangelism, 
Commission on Radio, Commission on Youth Move- 
ments, and Commission on Christian Education, 
both Sunday School and Week Day Religious In- 
struction. These Commissions are gathering into 
their membership evangelical leaders and organiza- 
tions from all over the nation. The members of 
these Commissions do not necessarily have to be- 
long to the N. A. E. as such, but they do suscribe 
to the Creed, and must have that evangelical back- 
ground and faith. Fifty-one percent of the Executive 
Committees of these Commissions have to be members 
of the N. A. E. They also appoint one of their 
number to serve on the National Board of Adminis- 
tration of N. A. E. Instead of the N. A. E. out- 
lining for these commissions their program, these 
commissions outline their own program, and _ it is 
submitted to the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals for report and approval. The function of 
the N. A. E. is to furnish the channel through 
which all of these agencies throughout the nation 
can be gathered in their respective Commissions 
for testimony and work. The progress is amazing. 
In the War Relief we have been able to send clothes 
conservatively valued at over six million dollars to 
Europe. We placed these clothes into the hands 
of Protestant Committees that we personally or- 
ganized in Europe. These clothes are sent to these 
committees direct, and there has been a one 
hundred per cent distribution, giving to the needy 
Protestants and Catholics unconditionally. No one 
has to go to church or to mass in order to receive 
help. The report several weeks ago showed that 
this Commission had 187,000 pounds of clothes 
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ready for shipment, and a surplus in the bank of 
over $50,000. ; 


The Foreign Mission Commission, with offices, 
both in Washington and New York, is rendering an 
outstanding service. This commission stands ready 
to help any evangelical minister go to the foreign 
field out of any denomination provided his character 
is exemplary and his faith is truly evangelical and 
is backed by a responsible organization. This 
committee in the year it has been operating has 
secured 351 passports for 51 missionary societies, 
and is rendering an outstanding service in many 
fields for evangelical Christianity both at home 
and abroad. It also has an office in New York for 
transporation and purchasing. This Commission 
has secured the co-operation of Wholesale houses 
that have definitely committed themselves to give 
missionaries through this office Wholesale prices on 
equipment needed for the foreign field. This com- 
mittee will do the purchasing for missionaries 
making application. They also purchase tickets 
and arrange transporation, etc., for all missionaries 
to any part of the world. 


The Commission on Home Missions is seeking 
to meet a need in America. There are over ten 
thousand cities and towns in America without a 
church. They are seeking to gather such existing 
evangelical organizations in America that would 
be interested to minister to these towns for the 
Lord Jesus Christ, offering this Commission as a 
medium by which the work can be co-operatively 
done. This commission is new. 


The Commission on Industria] Chaplaincies, with 
the approval of the Secretary of Labor, Mr. Sch- 
wellenbach, Mr. Philip Murray (CIO) and Mr. 
William Green (AF of L), have laid out a pro- 
gram of industria] chaplains that has already begun 
to function. This Commission has a course of 
study conducted at Wheaton College, under com- 
petent men, for these industrial chaplains. The 
first school had only five in it. Three were re- 
jected; two were accepted. There are thirty-five 
ministers who have made application for this work 
for the coming year. They will soon be taking the 
course. This Commission has more applications 
from industry for chaplains than they are able to 
accept. This work has potentialities that are 
marvelous. Its purpose is not to sympathize with 
management or labor, but to give spiritual counsel, 
and to identify these men in industry with the 
church of their choice in the communities where 
they live. Mr. Armerding, a business man of New 
Jersey, who is Chairman of the Commission, in 
visiting one industry with about three thousand 
employees, found six actively identified with the 
church according to reports placed in his hands. He 
called a meeting of the six, and only two met him. 
While this plant may be an exception in the matter 
.f precentage of those interested in church, it may 
vell illustrate the need of challenging the church to 
4 service in this particular part of our nation in a 
definite and organized way. 


The Commission on Radio has been duly organiz- 
ed with many participating who are not members 
of the N.A.E. Some of the large denominations 
are co-operating, and some of the more important 
religious broadcasters have indentified themselves 
with this particular commission. There are about 
one thousand Gospel broadcasters in America. 
About one hundred and fifty are already represent- 
ed in this group. An office is being opened in 
Washington to keep in close touch with the F.C.C 
In order to protect the interests of religious broad- 


casters. In addition to this, the commission is de- 
veloping a code for the purpose of raising the 
standards of religious broadcasting and to eliminate, 
as far as possible, the so called “religious rackete- 
ers.” Only those who meet certain standards of 
faith and practice will be able to secure the ap- 
proval of this commission. 


The Commission on Sunday Schools and Week 
Day Religious Instruction is reviving the old fash- 
ioned Sunday School Convention with truly remark- 
able results. This is not to supplant the field of 
religious education but to supplement it. The Sun- 
day Schoo] is dying in so many sections of the 
church because the field of religious education 
has gotten too far away from where the average 
Sunday School teacher and pupil lives. The first 
meeting of the National Sunday School Association 
was held in Chicago less than a year ago. There 
were about two thousand present. This large 
number, however, was drawn from Chicago and an 
area of about one hundred miles around. In Octo- 
ber the Constitutional Convention of this Commis- 
sion will be held, and a nation wide appeal will 
be made that will probably draw more people, and 
a more representative group. This Commission 
is working out week day religious instruction 
material which will be available to organizations 
and denominations conducting week day schools of 
religion. This Commission has not adopted any 
particular organization given over entirely to week 
day religious instruction, but has simply gathered 
together all who have an interest from an evangeli- 
cal viewpoint for the pupose of possessing this 
field, as far as possible, for Jesus Christ. The work 
on Teacher Training is developing rapidly, and in 
a very constructive manner. The report of the 
special committee to the International Committee 
of Religious Education has this to say about the 
work being done by this Commission: “While the 
training is exceedingly conservative, some of it is 
of good standard and materials are being steadily 
improved from an educational standpoint.” The 
Commission of Schools and Colleges had about 
forty Presidents and educators of Christian colleges 
and secondary schools in attendance at the Con- 
vention. Many very constructive things were con- 
sidered by this group, such as the writing of a 
Christian philosophy of education, for which funds 
have already been provided, and the gathering of 
apologetic books for college professors and college 
libraries, so that information by competent orthodox 
schools will be made available to both faculty and 
students. A careful list of conservative college 
professors is now being made for the benefit of 
colleges needing professors. This Commission has 
the close co-operation of some of our leading edu- 
cators in some of our leading state universities and 
undenominational colleges. It was thrilling to hear 
their report of their accomplishments and plans. 


And so the story could be continued, but space 
does not permit. But these things plainly indicate 
the trend of the National Association of Evangeli- 
cals. It is not a devisive organization, but con- 
structive in every way. The special committee 
report to the International Committee of Religious 
Education says that “although the National As- 
sociation of Evangelicals is highly critical of the 
co-operative agencies established by the denomina- 
tions (I assume by that they mean the Federal 
Council), its best leadership does not wish to waste 
time in destructive criticism. It has a positive 
program and is going ahead vigorously. Those 
supporting it represent a wide range of denomina- 
tional affiliation. It perhaps will have its greatest 
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significance in furnishing a framework in which 
most of the other (evangelical) groups may find 
some co-ordination and leadership.” It further 
goes on to say “It ought to be reiterated concern- 
ing the National Association of Evangelicals that 
there is evidence that it will be well led by com- 
petent men, and that it is not to be brushed aside 
as simply a result of war and conditions, the avail- 
ability of money, and some other reasons that are 
being given. Some of these men claim that the 
field of co-operation, especially in Christian edu- 
cation, has been allowed to be almost wholly pos- 
sessed by the proponents of modernistic conviction. 
There are large groups of conservative Christians 
who have been conscious of the opportunity of be- 
ing adequately represented in the co-operative 
machinery which now exists. It remains for a 
carefully planned strategy among thoughtful and 
sincere Christians of all shades of faith to insure 
that Protestantism is not futher divided and thrown 
into strife at a time when co-operation is so 
desperately needed.’”? Those who have organized 
the National Association of Evangelicals have felt 
for a long time there has been a need for such 
an organization because it is practically impossible 
for those who are liberally inclined in views con- 
cerning the Bible and the atonement to co-operate 
in the above fields of work with those who hold to 
the more conservative position, such as was true 
and we trust still true of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. The International Committee of Religious 


Education does not realize that this is the one 
reason why there is such disunity even among its 
own members as to what their Committee can 
really do for the Protestant Church. They seem to 
be hoping against hope that they can work out a 
frame work by which co-operation can be achieved. 
In their report they say “There are large groups 
of conservative Christians who have not been 
conscious of the opportunity of being adequately 
represented in the co-operative machinery which 
now exists. It remains for a carefully planned 
strategy among thoughtful and sincere Christians 
of all shades of faith to insure that Protestantism is 
not futher divided, and thrown into strife at a 
time when co-operation is so desperately needed.” 
The purpose of the N.A.E. is not to throw Pro- 
testant Christianity into strife. It has simply 
been organized to give all conservative Christians 
a fellowship in the work that all of us as evan- 
gelicals should do together for the purpose of bring- 
ing our nation back to God and a saving relation- 
ship with Jesus Christ. The N.A.E. is perfectly 
willing for the Federal Council to continue its work, 
and will in no wise interfere, and it asks that the 
Federal Council in no way interfere with the 
positive constructive program of Christian help- 
fulness that is now being made possible through 
the N.A.E. as a clearing house for all that is evan- 
gelical. 


*Miami, Fla. 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


July 21: Setting The Pace 


Introduction 


The Apostle Paul had a young preacher friend 
who was a little timid in the presence of the older 
men of his congregation at Ephesus, so one day 
Paul wrote that young man a letter. That letter 
is still the young people’s letter of the New Testa- 
ment, and the heart of its message is found in 
these words of First Timothy 4:12: “Let no man 
despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the 
believers, in word, in manner of life, in love, in 
faith, in purity.” 


The old expression “let no man despise thy 
youth” is more correctly translated, “Let no man 
slight you because you are young.” Back when 
I was younger and did not have any better sense 
I used to get slighted a lot. I would go to a carnival 
and stand in front of the tent where all the freaks 
held forth. After the proper ballyhoo from the 
barker I would walk up and lay down my dime to go 
in. The ticket man would always say, “Sorry kid, 
but you’ll have to pay twenty-five cents, you are 
now an adult.” Then when I would get in and the 
man up at the end would be promising to give 
away a dollar bill to anybody who would step right 
up and claim it. I would step right up, and he 
would say, “Sorry bud, you are too young, you are 
just a kid.” That was being slighted because I was 
young. 


Often in the church we young people feel slighted 
like this. The older folks call on us to attend the 


church and support the church, but they do all the 
planning and take all the credit. But we do not 
need to be slighted. If we are willing to set the 
pace and live the kind of Christian life that no 
man can question its reality we will then be setting 
an example for the older folks to follow. How can 
we set that pace? We can do it if we do just what 
Samuel did when he set the pace for the people of 
Israel back in the days of the Judges. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. Samuel Heard the Call of God Early in Life: 
1 Sam. chapter 31:1-10. God is trying to call us 
day by day through the Bible, the Church, Chris- 
tian friends, and Christian teachers. 


2. Samuel Followed God Fearlessly all His Life: 
1 Sam. 3:15-19. He told Eli exactly what God 
had said, not in a smart-aleck way, nor in a flatter- 
ing way, but humbly yet fearlessly. Many a young 
person who would have left to fight the Japs and 
Germans during the war will wither before a little 
ridicule and resort to flattery to feather his own 
nest when dealing with older folks. 


3. Samuel Obeyed God Completely to the End of 
His Life: 1 Sam. 15:22-23. All of us want to be 
saved and escape the consequences of sin in this 
life and hell in the life to come, but few of us seem 
to want to follow God all the way. 


Suggestions 


This program could center around a short talk 
on the Young People’s Text, 1 Timothy 4:12, and 
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it might be illustrated by a drama of Samuel’s ex- 
perience with Eli as scene 1 and his experience with 
Saul as he returned from battle as scene 2. 


July 28: Make Sunday A Different Day 


Introduction 


The title for our program tonight is worded 
exactly right: Make Sunday a Different Day. 


Too often in the past we have thought of Sun- 
day in strict terms like the old Puritans. The 
Puritians of old New England ruled that it was 
a sin for a man to kiss his wife on Sunday, and in 
some places people feel that it is a sin to walk 
across the street on Sunday with an umbrella up. 
The old Pharisees used to forbid the eating of an 
egg laid on the Sabbath because it was a day’s 
work for the hen. All these ideas are on the wrong 
track. God has made Sunday a different day be- 
cause Christ rose from the dead on that day, and 
it is up to us young people to make the day dif- 
ferent—different in such a way that the day will 
declare the love of the Christ who died for us 
and will manifest the power of the Christ who rose 
from the dead to live in our hearts. To do this 
we can not use the day as merely a day when we 
cease from doing everything, but we must make 
it a day when we carry out the spiritual activity 
that will witness to its meaning. You could sit all 
day and fold your hands in meditation, and in so 
doing you might not violate a single Sabbath law 
but at the same time you would be miles away from 
really keeping the Sabbath. Making Sunday dif- 
ferent does not mean the things you don’t do, but 
it does mean doing the things that will make it 
different. All of us know what will make it dif- 
ferent, and if we do these things as we ought to 
we won’t have to worry about what we can do and 
what we can’t do on Sunday. 


Catechism Lesson 


How is the Sabbath to be sanctified? Question 
60, Shorter Cateschism: 


“The Sabbath is to be santified by a holy resting 
all that day, even from such wordly employments 
and recreations as are lawful on other days; and 
spending the whole time in public and private ex- 
ercises of God’s worship, except so much as is to 
be taken up in the works of necessity and mercy.” 


That looks rather negative on the face of it. Let’s 
break it down into a program of Sabbath obser- 
vance. (Remember that God wrote the principle 
of the Sabbath into the world and man at creation. 
Under the Old Testament dispensation the Sabbath 
was the seventh day of the week as a memorial to 
a finished creation; and therefore the emphasis was 
on rest. In the New Testament the principle of the 
Sabbath is the first day of the week as a memorial 
to a new creation begun by Christ when He rose 
from the dead to begin building His church; and 
therefore the emphasis is on spiritual activity.) 


The following things must have a place in our 
life every Sunday: 


1. Physical Rest: “a holy resting.” God has 
so made man that he must rest one day out of 
every week, and if he does not rest his body will 
soon go down. There must be a change of pace and 
environment physically one day in every seven. 
The British Parliament once had a health commis- 
sion study this whole matter and found that those 
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who so rested were healthier than those who did not, 
were better morally, more dependable, turned out 
better work the other six days, and turned out more 
work with less absenteeism over a period of years. 


2. Worship: “in public and private worship.” 
(a) we must read Scripture and spiritual literature 
to keep informed and to keep growing. Life is too 
busy most of the time for this sort of thing, and 
Sunday is a mightv good time. (b)we must attend 
church services. The church has morning and 
evening worship, if the night service has not died 
for lack of breath, and all of us need both services 
every Sunday. 


3. Service: “Works of necessity and mercy.” 
(a) Life moves on on Sunday and certain things 
must be done in providing food, physical comfort, 
and in protecting health. These must be cared for 
by responsible persons, but not in such a way as 
to make it impossible to attend at least one service 
of the church. (b) All around us are sick people 
to be visited, lonely people to be comforted, and 
sinning people to be won to Christ. We must visit 
—homes, hospitals, jails. 


Set aside a period of rest on Sunday, attend 
church twice, attend to your necessary duties for 
physical comfort and health, and visit those who 
have need and you will keep the Sabbath and make 
Sunday different. After you have put rest, wor- 
ship, duty and service into your program for the 
day, and there won’t be enough of the day left to 
cause you much trouble about “can I do this” or 
“ean I do that.” Most people talk about these 
things, instead of carrying out a program of rest, 
worship, duty and service. 


Suggestions 


Introduce the program with a talk on the postive 
use of the day as indicated in the Introduction, 
read some passages of Scripture, such as: Leviticus 
23:3; Exodus 20:8-11; Gen. 2:1-3; Isaiah 58:9-14; 
Psalm 92; notice heading and verse 1-2; Mark 
2:23-28; Mark 3:1-6; 1 Cor. 16:1-2; Rev. 1:9-10. 
Then present the catechism and the program for 
the day of rest, worship, duty and service. Then 
follow with a discussion of what kind of service 
your group might undertake on Sunday afternoons 
so that you could be rendering service. 


Wings For The Soul 


“The experience of communion with God and 
fellowship with man; this experience is the su- 
preme objective in life; this is the pearl of great 
price for which everything else should be sacrificed. 
Physical comfort, economic security, political free- 
dom are indeed high values but nevertheless lower 
values than love of God and love of man. The two 
great commandments transcend all others in signi- 
ficance. The experience of communion and fellow- 
ship is not a by-product of the pursuit of things 
nor of the struggle for national liberty. Plenty 
for everybody and redemption from bondage are 
by-products of total surrender to God and sus- 
tained good will toward man. Therefore: seek 
first the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of God 
wherein love reigns supreme, and all other bless- 
ings will follow. “If therefore the Son shall make 
you free, ye shall be free indeed.” 

—Selected. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For July 21: Jesus And 
True Worship 


Scripture: Exodus 20:3-6; Deuteronomy 4:15-19; 
8:11-14,18-20; Isaiah 40:18-26,30-31; Mark 12:28- 
34; Luke 4:8,16-27; John 4:7-24. Devotional Read- 
ing: Isaiah 40:18-26,29-31. 


As Man, Jesus worships; as God, He demands 
worship. Our danger is not in worshipping Him, 
but in not worshipping Him, for every knee is go- 
ing to bow before Him and every tongue confess 
that He is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 


“To whom then will ye liken God?” “To whom 
then will ye liken Me?” Why are men always try- 
ing to make an image or likeness of God? We are 
spirit; it would seem natural that we should rea- 
lize that God is Spirit. One of the terrible conse- 
quences of the Fall has been this unnatural per- 
version of the minds of men. 


We saw in our last lesson that Exodus 20:3-6 
warns us of idolatry in both its forms, so we will 
not stop again on this passage. 


Deuteronomy 4:15-19: Image-making is Idolatry. 
This is an enlargement and emphasis of the Second 
Commandment. Moses reminds the people that they 
saw no similitude of God at Sinai. They (Aaron 
and the people), had made the golden calf at the 
foot of the mountain, but when God appeared, 
there was no likeness. 


The teaching here is two-fold: (1) They were 
not to make any likeness of God, (2) They were 
not to take anything—even sun, or moon, or stars 
—the most beautiful and awe-inspiring and glor- 
ious things that God had made, and either worship 
these things or worship God through these things. 
Yet this double sin has been, and is, very common. 
Even today we have Nature worshippers—those 
who not only see God in Nature, which is all right 
and is the attitude of the most spiritually minded 
Psalmists, but those who worship Nature itself, or 
some work of man or God. 


The church wants “aids to worship” in the form 
of images and pictures. Away with all these in our 
churches! We would like to see a return to sim- 
plicity and spirituality in worship. Well would it 
be for the church if these were turned into money 
and the money used to preach the Gospel to a sin- 
sick and perishing world. 


Deuteronomy 8:11-14,18-20: Forgetfulness Leads 
to Idolatry. “Beware ... forget not ... remember 
the Lord.” When prosperity comes, when our 
hearts are lifted up, we are very apt to forget the 
Lord. We worship the creature more than the Cre- 
ator. We seem to feel that we deserve the credit 
when God is the One Who has given us all we pos- 
sess. We are tempted to say: “Great is man... look 
at what we have done ... see how rich and pros- 
perous we are.”’ We forget the Giver, while enjoy- 
ing His gifts, and in our pride we fail to express 
our gratitude in heart-felt worship. All times of 
prosperity are perilous times—times of forgetful- 
ness of God. Is not this true in America today? 
Are we not worshipping ourselves—a most hideous 
form of idolatry? 


This is the road to destruction. “Ye shall surely 
perish.”” These words were not written for Israel] 
alone, but for America in 1946. If we as a nation 
forget God we shall be turned into hell—the grave, 
Such forgetfulness has been the grave of many 
nations. 


Isaiah 40:18-26: The Folly of Idolatry. This js 
one of the most sarcastic and ironical passages in 
the Bible. In it the prophet describes the almost 
unbelievable foolishness of the man who makes a 
graven image and falls down before the thing his 
own hands have made. The words are so graphic 
and clear that any attempted explanation would 
spoil the picture. 


Any man who knows the ABCs of the true re- 
ligion can easily see the folly of it all. “Have ye 
not known?” Are we so utterly without sense as to 
try to make an image of the Holy One Who cre- 
ated and preserves and governs the universe? This 
one Scripture ought to be enough to forever over- 
throw idolatry in every mind and heart. 


Isaiah 40:30-31: The Living God of Grace. “He 
giveth.” (Vs. 29). In contrast to a dead stock or 
stone, we have this beautiful description of the 
God of infinite compassion and grace. He giveth 
power to the faint and weary ones of earth, and 
even the strongest belong to this class. The stock 
or stone, the graven image, can give nothing. God, 
the Living God, gives grace and power to those 
who worship and wait for Him. 


Mark 12:28-34: “Not Far From The Kingdom.” 
“Not far,” and yet how far! This scribe had a 
great deal of knowledge—a real understanding of 
the Scripture—as we can see from his conversation 
with Jesus. Such knowledge leads to the very 
threshold of the Kingdom, but not into the king- 
dom, for we must have Christ before we can cross 
over and get in. 


Luke 4:8,16-27: Jesus Worships, and Proclaims 
Himself as Messiah. In Verse 8 we have our Mas- 
ter as a Man meeting and overcoming the sugges- 
tion of Satan that He fall down and worship him. 
Jesus Christ is absolutely loyal to His Father; 
“Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God.” 


In Verses 16-27 He worships in the synagogue 
and proclaims Himself the Messiah, fulfilling the 
Old Testament prophecy which He read. 


In these verses we have again the mingling of 
the human and divine natures of our Lord. He 
worships as a Man; He proclaims Himself as the 
Anointed of God—the Messiah—and as such He is 
entitled to the same honor and worship as the 
Father Who sent Him, and Whose Son He is. 


John 4:7-24: God is Spirit. We Must Worship in 
Spirit and Truth. The climax of this well-known 
conversation that Jesus had with the woman of Sa- 
maria, is found in the twenty-fourth verse: “God is 
a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth.” If we keep this verse 
clearly and constantly in mind, we will be saved 
from both forms of idolatry and from many things 
which lead to idolatry. 





Jul. 1, 1946 





All worship which is not in spirit and in truth is 
mockery. How careful we ought to be when we 
approach our Holy God! Is God pleased with our 
worship, or will He speak to us as He spoke to 
Isarael in the first chapter of Isaiah? “Bring no 
more vain oblations—it is iniquity, even the 
solemn meeting—when ye make many prayers, I 
will not hear—wash you, make you clean—cease to 
do evil; learn to do well—Come now, and let us 
reason together saith the Lord: though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” 


May we tremble as we approach the mercy seat, 
and yet come with boldness because we come in the 
name of our Great High Priest Who made com- 
plete atonement for our sins—Blessed and Holy, 
and Reverend is His Name! Woe to those who try 
to come in any other name than that of our Divine 
Savior and Redeemer! 


———__>——_—— 


Lesson For July 28: Jesus And 
Reverence For Spiritual Values 


Scripture: Exodus 20:7; Leviticus 19:12; Isaiah 
1:11-18; Matthew 5:33-37; 6:5-9; 7:15-23; Mark 
7:5-8; 8:34-38; Luke 18:10-14. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalm 148. 


“Praise ye the Lord.” These words begin and 
end the Devotional Reading. Everything and every 
person in Heaven and earth must join in this praise. 
“Let them praise the name of the Lord: for His 
name alone is excellent; (exalted); His glory is 
above the earth and heaven.” 


We start with the third commandment: “Thou 
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain.” These words need to be spread in the 
heavens in letters of fire, and engraved upon the 
minds and hearts of the people of this irreverent 
generation with the point of a diamond. 


God’s name stands for His character. When 
Moses asks. “when they say to me, what is His 
name? what shall I say unto them? and God 
replies, “I am that I am, I AM hath sent me unto 
you,” he is revealing the character of God as the 
Everliving God. In many other places we find the 
same thing true. This makes the name of God 
peculiarly Holy and Sacred. 


Our catechism tells us that “the third command- 
ment forbiddeth all profaning or abusing of any 
thing whereby God maketh himself known.” 


In Leviticus 19:12 we have the two thoughts: 
(1) swearing falsely by the name of God and, 
(2) profaning His name. Our other Scripture for 
today enlarges upon these basic ideas as given in 
Exodus and Leviticus. 


Isaiah 1:11-18: Irreverent, Profane Worship. ‘“‘To 
what purpose is the mulitude of your sacrifices 
unto me? saith the Lord.” All worship is not 
acceptable to God. These people were great wor- 
shippers: they were trampling the courts of the 
temple; they were keeping the feast days; they 
were spreading their hands out in prayer; they 
were bringing offerings in abundance. Yet God 
was displeased and sick of it all: “I delight not’”— 
“it is iniquity’—“my soul hateth’—‘“they are a 
trouble unto me;” “I am weary to bear them.” As 
we read these awful words, we understand that 
such attempted worship is an abomination to the 
pure and Holy God. To try to worship with un- 
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clean, blood-stained, rotten hearts is an intolerable 
insult to Him. 


We wonder what Jehovah thinks of some of the 
worship of today! Think of the thousands of 
Jewish synagogues where His people in unbelief, 
rejecting still His Son from heaven, try to wor- 
ship. Think of many so-called Christian churches 
where a man-made, semi-idolatrous service is con- 
ducted, or a man-made adulterated Gospel is 
preached, and His Son dishonored. Can we not 
almost hear these words of Isaiah ringing out 
against such profane worship? We would like to 
see another letter written to some of our modern 
churches by the Great Head of the church as He 
walks in the midst of the golden candle-sticks. 
We would like to hear what He would say to the 
angels, ministers, of these churches. We can 
easily hear if we will read His last letters to the 
Seven Churches of Asia. We cannot be too care- 
ful as to the kind of worship we offer God. 


Matthew 5:33-37: Irreverent, Profane Lips. 
“Swear not at all’—by nothing in heaven or earth. 
How common is the careless use of God’s name: 
Let us start with ourselves, (preachers). Do we 
not use God’s name in vain sometimes? Oh, 
brethren, let us pray that God will set a watch 
upon our mouths and keep the door of our lips. 
God’s name is not to be used lightly and needlessly 
and just to “fill in’ in our preaching or praying. 


Do we mean many of the common expressions we 
use every day? When we say “good-bye,” or 
“adieu,” or “God forbid,” do we think what they 
mean? When we intersperse slang throughout 
our speaking, do we realize that much of it is 
profane in its origin? 


We do not strengthen, but weaken our asser- 
tions, by oaths. Jesus’ rule is best: say, “Yes” or 
“No”, and mean it! 


Matthew 6:5-9: Irreverence in Praying. “And 
when thou prayest.” Praying to be seen of man 
is profanity. It is using a sacred thing for a selfish 
purpose. Is not some of our public praying for 
the purpose of showing off our correct and flowery 
—— or our knowledge of the affairs of the 
world? 


Repeating needlessly and continually the name 
of God—vain repetition—like the “O Baal, hear 
us,” of the heathen—is profanity. Sometimes 
we have been shocked and ashamed as we listen 
to such praying. Let us be very, very careful lest 
we are guilty of the very thing Jesus condemns 
here. 


Real prayer is SECRET prayer. Perhaps we 
say little. Prayer is lifting up the soul to God. 
Let us get away from men, shut our door, and pray. 


Matthew 7:15-23; Mark 7:5-9: Prafanity of 
Heart and Life. Outwardly sheep, inwardly wolves. 
What can be more irreverant? We are not wor- 
shipping a God who sees our bodies, or our clothes, 
but our hearts. A ravening wolf, even in sheep’s 
clothing has no business worshipping. If our fine 
Sunday clothes cover rotten hearts, then we had 
better go back to our homes and our knees and 
“clean up” before we approach a Holy God Who 
looks within. The worm is in the bud. A bad 
heart bears bad fruit. All is naked and open unto 
the eyes of Him with Whom we have to do. 


This same lesson is given in another form by 
Mark. Is it outward cleanliness or inner purity 
that we stress? We dare not “wear a mask,” be 
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a hypocrite, when we come to worship. God will 
hide His face when He sees only clean clothes, and 
clean bodies; He must have clean hearts. 


Mark _ 8:34-38: 


When we come to worship we must come surren- 
dered. To come with self still on the throne is to 
be an idolater, for we are worshiping the creature 
more than the Creator. To come holding back any- 
thing is an insult. Even the heathen give their 
best to their gods. Can the Christian do less? If 
He is our God we must say no to self, take up the 
cross and follow. And Christ is God. He is the 
One making this demand of those who worship and 
follow Him. 


Luke 18:10-14: “Two Men—Pray” (Worship). 
The Profane Pharisee. He would have disclaimed 
irreverence; but in reality he was guilty of gross 
profanity. He prayed with himself, so he was an 
idolater—a self-worshipper, and a hypocrite, for 
he was pretending to worship God. He was proud 
and boastful, and “God resisteth the proud.” It 


Reverence Means Surrender. 































is only humble, broken, contrite hearts that He 
blesses and receives and enters. 


‘The Convicted Publican. He was anything but 
a good man, but he came in the right way.” God 
be merciful to me a sinner.” Here was real wor. 
ship and real praying—the only kind of prayer he 
could make. 


The result is a foregone conclusion: God resist- 
ed and rejected the proud, idolatrous, profane 


ew He accepted the humble, repentant, Pub- 
ican. 


As we close this study may we by the Spirit’s 
power search our hearts and see if there is wicked- 
ness in our worship. Our Master is probing deep 
today. May our worship please our Triune God: 


“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name, in earth, 
and sky, and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity!” 


























Siao Ng Comes Into His Own 
By Miss Lois Young“ 


It was a cold night in December and the sun 
had long since set when Mr. Smith’s house-boat 
arrived at the little village of Dong Faung Bridge. 
He had made this long trip in order to be with the 
Christians on the Sabbath. The boat had been 
anchored in a quiet spot and he had retired early 
in order to be ready for the many services that 
were to be held in the chapel the next day. It 
was his hope that, not only should the members 
of the church be strengthened in their faith, but 
that many others might hear the gospel. 


As he lay upon his cot, there was a plaintive cry 
which came to him through the darkness, and this 
became more intense as the hours passed by. Call- 
ing the boatman, he asked what could be done for 
the child. Their reply was, “Wait until the morn- 
ing and we shall see.” 


When daylight came, they found that the cry 
came from a grass hut by the canal bank. The 
boy, Siao Ng, had been left there by his parents. 
In their unheated house, his foot and leg had 
frozen, and on account of their poverty, they had 
left him there to die. 






“See if you can contact his parents and if they 
are willing, we shall take him to the mission hospital 
in Soochow,” Mr. Smith said. 









On his arrival at the boat, after a busy Sabbath 
day, the little party was waiting for Mr. Smith, 
and soon they were on their way to the hospital. 


Dr. Moore amputated the leg, and after a few 
weeks, color began to come to Siao Ng’s cheeks, and 
he was nursed back to health. While recuperating in 
the hospital, he watched the seamstress make 
hospital garments, and it was not long before he be- 
came skillful in the use of a needle. ° 
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Months and years went by and he grew into a 
strong, healthy man. Dr. Moore fitted him with an 
artificial bamboo leg, and he was apprenticed to 
a tailor for a three-year course in tailoring. At 
the end of this time, he was put in charge of the 
sewing-room at the hospital. 


During all this time he was an earnest student 
of the Bible. He was baptized and was a very 
faithful member of the church. After several 
years, he was elected a deacon in the church. As 
one heard him take part in the Christian Endeavor 
and in the Sunday School meetings from week to 
week, it was hard to realize that this was the same 
boy who had been left to die on the banks of a 
lonely canal. 


*A missionary to China. 





BIBLE QUIZ 


The answer to each of these begins with the let- 
ter “Js 


(1) Said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
(2) Felix trembled, as Paul reasoned it. (3) Said, 
“Earnestly contend for the faith.” (4) Said, “Can 
the blind lead the blind?” (5) Said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God.” (6) She painted her face. (7) 
Worked fifteen years to pay for his bride. (8) 
From prison, to prime minister! (9) He ‘“driveth 
furiously.” (10) Said, “Be ye doers of the Word, 
and not hearers only.” (11) What the younger 
brother took, into a far country. (12) No man 
taketh it from you. 
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Church Woman's Calendar 
July 1946 
Circle Topic: Honoring God In Our Sabbaths. 


Auxiliary Topic: What Does My Church Teach 
About Baptism And Communion? 


Synodical Training School: Wesleyan College, July 
8-15, Macon, Ga. 


Leadership School: Montreat, July 2-11. 


Woman’s Auxiliary Training School: Montreat, 
July 25-31. 


Texas Home Missions 
By J. G. Whitten‘ 


Ss. & P. Home Missions in the great expanse of 
Texas is clearly divided: Synod’s department covers 
a program of education and evangelism for the 
Latin Americans (Mexicans), of whom there are 
nearly a million within the bounds of the Synod 
of Texas. Each of the seven Anglo-American 
Presbyteries carries on a constructive Home Mis- 
sion program for sustentation, extension and evan- 
gelism. Right now progress is being made in each 
department, and the future is bright for the 
strengthening of Presbyterianism in the Southwest. 
In addition to these two departments, steps have 
been taken for launching a work among Negroes, 
in a more definite way than has heretofore been 
undertaken by our denomination. 


Opportunities for extension work in Texas have 
been accelerated during the war years by the heavy 
influx of people into this area from the North and 
East. Our Home Mission Committees have in a 
large measure attempted to take advantage of 
this situation, and results to date have been grati- 
fying. At least seven new churches have been or- 
ganized within the past few months or are in the 
process of being organized in the near future. 
These seven new projects are: St. Andrews Church 
in the city of Houston which has already assumed 
half of pastoral support and gives promise of be- 
coming self-supporting after a while; the South- 
minster Church in another section of Houston; the 
church at Lake Jackson, Texas, a new industrial 
town near Freeport; Grace Church of San Antonio, 
organized as late as April and situated in a flourish- 
ing residential area; Woodlawn Church at Corpus 
Christi, making the third Presbyterian church in 
that city; the Castleberry new work in a promising 
section of Fort Worth is in the process of organiz- 
in~; and in the western part of the state at the 
town of Andrews, Andrews County, not far from 
the New Mexico state line, a country in which there 
has never been a Presbyterian Church, a plan is on 
foot to establish there a community parish with a 
full-time Presbyterian minister and an attractive 
house of worship. Each of these investment areas 
should become a self-supporting church in a few 
years’ time. Certainly six of them should. In 
addition to this is the probability of a new church 
being organized at Austin in the Tarrytown re- 
sidential section; the Sunset Church in Dallas is 


being equipped to serve more adequately the section 
in which it is located; and the Wake Village Church, 
Texarkana, is being improved and enlarged to serve 
that promising area. This is simply an index of the 
forward-looking program that is at present being 
prosecuted by Home Mission agencies in the Pres- 
byteries. The needs are workers and funds. 


Synod’s Home Missions is wholly a work among 
the Mexicans in Texas. In fact, this project is the 
one and only Mexican Work undertaking of our 
General Assembly in the homeland. It comprises 
three schools, one whole Presbytery know as the 
Texas-Mexican, and some additional evangelistic 
work. The Schools are: The Texas-Mexican In- 
dustrial Institute for boys, at Kingsville; the Pres- 
byterian School for Mexican Girls at Taft; and 
the Spanish Department of the Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary. These institutions are doing 
a fine work and every year the schools at Kings- 
ville and Taft are compelled to turn away many 
boys and girls seeking admittance because they do 
not have the capacity to take all that come. In the 
evangelistic work (though the schools are evange- 
listic too) there are 31 churches, 25 chapels, with 
a combined membership of 2937. The Sunday 
School enrollment tops that, at the present time 
standing at 4027. There are 27 full-time workers 
who serve these churches and chapels. Rev. R. D. 
Campbell, D. D., after 47 years of sacrificial 
service to this cause, has retired from the superin- 
tendency and is succeeded by Rev. G. W. Crofoot 
who has been employed by Synod to be secretary 
of the entire Mexican Work. Salaries of the mini- 
sters have been increased to a reasonably fair 
standard, manses have been provided, church pro- 
perties improved, and this year plans are under 
way to enter a few of the many “open doors” exist- 
ing among these foreign speaking people in our 
midst. The future looks brighter for this work 
than ever before. 


Evangelization of the Negroes is about to be- 
come a part of Synod’s program. A special com- 
mittee is at work on that phase of Home Missions 
and probably will have recommendations for a de- 
finite undertaking to present to Synod next fall. 
At present there is only one church for Negroes 
in the Synod of Texas, the Gregg Street Church 
in Houston, which was organized more than 20 
years ago and now has a membership of nearly 
three hundred. It is probable that some other 
_— churches may be organized before a great 
while. 


The fields of the Southwest are truly “white un- 
to the harvest’. It is our opportunity to possess 
them for God. 


*Mr. Whitten is Secretary-Treasurer of Synod’s 
Cause, Synod of Texas. 


oe 


The Prayer Which John Calvin Was Wont To 
Use At The Beginning Of His Lectures. 


“May the Lord grant, that we may engage in 
contemplating the mysteries of his heavenly wis- 
dom with really increasing devotion, to his glory 
and our edification. Amen.” 
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Wings For The Soul 


Some Things To Learn 


Learn to enjoy what doesn’t cost much. 

Learn to enjoy fields, trees, woods, brooks, clouds, 
stars, mountains and the sea. 

Learn to enjoy reading, conversation, music. 

Learn to enjoy plain food, plain service, plain folk. 

Learn to enjoy a baby’s cooing and children’s 
laughter. 

Learn to enjoy all kinds of people, even though 
some of them are different from you. 

Learn to enjoy gardening, cooking, puttering 
around the house fixing things. 

Learn to enjoy the companionship of animals, the 
songs of birds. 

Learn to enjoy work and the satisfaction of doing 
your job as well as it can be done. 

Learn to enjoy the sunrise and sunset, the rain 
and the warm sunshine, the gentle fall of snow 
on a winter day. 

Learn to enjoy silence and being alone with your 
thoughts. 

Learn to keep your wants simple and refuse to be 
controlled by the likes and dislikes of others. 

—Adapted. 


——_— 2 —_—__—_ 


In Ever-Increasing Number 
By Deedie-May Austin 


June 30 is Assembly’s Training School Day, 
according to the Calendar of Special Seasons and 
Special Days as approved by the General Assembly. 


While this is not a day for a special offering 
for the work of the school, the president of the 
institution, Dr. Henry Wade DuBose, is especially 
desirous that ministers use this opportunity to tell 
the story of the training school to their congrega- 
tions. 


The Church is calling for young women trained 
for Christian service. Many doors are opening. 
According to Doctor DuBose, local churches are 
looking for young women workers in ever-increas- 
ing numbers.. The calls for workers far exceed 
the supply, it seems. Communities are seeking 
persons prepared to teach Bible in public schools. 
Home missionaries and Sunday school extension 
workers are needed throughout the area covered 
by the Presbyterian Church in the United States. 
The call continues for one hundred volunteers for 
foreign mission service a large portion of which 
number being women. 


The agency of the General Assembly designated 
to prepare these many needed young women for 
service is the Training School for Lay Workers 
located in Richmond, Virginia. This school is 
prepared to give the various types of training need- 
ed for Christian service except the ministry. The 
school centers its work in the teaching of the 
Bible as the Word of God, and offers courses in 
Christian Doctrine, Church History, the principles 
and methods of religious education, missions, and 
personal evangelism. To perfect the training 
courses opportunity is given the students to put 
their training into practice through supervised 
field work. 


The majority of the students at the school are 
college graduates. All regular students must have 
had at least two years of college work. During 
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its thirty-one years of service the Training Schoo 
has trained more than 2,200 persons for work jp last 
the Church. Training School alumnae live and & work 
work in every synod and on every foreign field Doct 








in which the Presbyterian Church, U. S., has work 
They are serving as religious directors, as mis. 
sionaries, as Sunday school extension workers, ag 
teachers of Bible in public schools and in colleges 
as choir directors, as student workers on college 
campus fields and as secretaries in church offices, 
in college offices and in the offices of the excutiye 
agencies of the Assembly. And, the demand fo, 
such trained workers continues. There is need to. 
day throughout the Assembly for trained workers 


in ever-increasing number, according to Doctor 
DuBose. 


In the class just recently graduated from the 
School eighteen young women received master’s 
degrees in religious education and thirteen were 
awarded degrees of bachelors of religious educa. 
tion. Five already are brides, and the others are 
either at work on jobs which were awaiting them 
in the field, or will take up this work in the near 
future. It may be said right here that the Train. 
ing School has ably fitted many of its graduates 
for work which has made them most efficient help- 
meets to young ministers trained at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary just across the way. 




















































































































Into the development of the Training School 
has gone much of sacrifical service on the part of 
many men and women, according to the history of 
the institution. There was a time, in its early 
days, when the faculty was composed for the most 
part of members of the staff of the Executive 
Committee of Religious Education, of the faculty 
of Union Thelogical Seminary, and of pastors of 
Richmond churches, most of whom gave their 
services without remuneration. At present the 
faculty members include seven full-time and eleven 
part-time instructors. The needs of the field serve 
as the guide in curriculum development. Courses 
are provided on two levels of instruction, graduate 
and undergraduate. There is a core course, on each 
level, required of all students. 







































































Crowded conditions prevailed throughout the 
1945-46 school year. There simply was not suf- 
ficient dormitory space. There is not now for the 
expected students who are already making ap- 
plication to enter the schoo] next fall. Everything 
is being done that can be done to the present 
physical set-up to take care of all girls who apply. 
But, this much is so apparent there that to tell 
it now is but reiterating; there must be additional 
dormitory and class space. 
















Some help has come in that one member of the 
faculty, and his family, who have lived in a three- 
room apartment in the School, has now moved to a 
residence recently purchased by the School. Dr 
James R. Sydnor, Mrs. Sydnor and their two 
children are the first occupants of this new addition 
to the School properities. Doctor Sydnor only 
recently returned to the School after a year’s 
leave of absence, during which time he did graduate 
work toward a doctor’s degree in music at Union 
Seminary in New York. 










SS aS a 






Summer school, held last year for the first time, 
and which proved to be highly successful, taking 
the place of the former January short course, will 
be held again this summer with two terms provided. 
The first term will open July 2 and close July 30, 
and the second will open July 31 to run through 
August 14. Registration for one, or both terms, 
already is extending beyond the number enrolled 
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jast summer. There will be courses for church 
workers and for Bible teachers, and in addition, 
Doctor Sydnor will offer a course in Church music 
the first two weeks in August, bringing highly 
trained instructors to aid him in this work. 


And for next fall—already there are fifty seniors 
signed up for rooms, and fifty-five applications are 
in from girls wishing to enter the junior year. 
Under present conditions a maximum enrollment 
is one hundred ten. Something, says Doctor Du- 
Bose, must be done at the General Assembly’s 
Training Schoo] to meet the needs of the Church, 
as well as to provide opportunity for training the 
ever-increasing number of girls desiring to give 
full time service to the Master and His Church. 
Something, says Doctor DuBose, must be done. 


June 30, then, gives ministers an opportunity to 
lay this matter before their congregations, that the 
people may know. 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. 


TO THE 
General Assembly's Training School 


Richmond . Virginia 


For The Month Of May 


1946 1945 
$2,074.57 $1,439.23 


Concerning The Sabbath 
The Christian Sabbath 


(Excerpts From Sermon By 
Dr. Frank C. Brown) 


I believe if we could recapture the sacredness of 
the Sabbath today that we could recapture many of 
the standards which we have laid down and which 
have been sacrificed in these latter years. I be- 
lieve that the world is looking with a great deal 
of concern on this question, and looking to Chris- 
tians, and feeling that we have lost the observance 
of the Sabbath. And as a result they are continu- 
ing with their temptations, inroads and innovations. 
I believe that it is for us to come back to the 
teachings of the Sabbath Day and to the privilege 
and to the duty of it, if we are to meet our solemn 
obligation to God and to Jesus Christ. 


Jesus said the Sabbath was made for man and 
not man for the Sabbath. Man was not made for 
the Sabbath, because he was made before. And 
the Sabbath was made for his use—not his abuse— 
not his misuses. It was made for man that he 
might use this for his rest; God blessed it and 
hallowed it. All the days were filled with work 
and things of the world. The Sabbath was made 
for man because he needed it, How does he need 
it? He needs it in his physical life as a day of 
rest. The body is somewhat like a storage battery, 
and needs constantly to be recharged. The Sab- 
bath was given for mental rest. We are not half 
so much interested, however, in that as we are on 
the rest of the soul. The soul needs the Sabbath; 
the spirit needs the communion with God..— - 
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You say, “What shall we do on the Sabbath?” 
There are outpost Sunday schools to be established, 
and which could be helped on Sunday afternoons. 
There are people whose hearts are breaking be- 
cause of sorrows which have come to them; people 
who need the Gospel of Christ—these we could be 
helping. There is enough to do on God’s Sabbath 
today without cluttering it up with things that can 
be done on the other days of the week. Is it too 
much to say that the observance of the Sabbath 
would solve our problems today? 


The young people of the Church are looking to 
us for guidance and instruction and example. Most 
of the young people are puzzled today about what 
should be done about the Church and moral stand- 
ards around us today. They are puzzled because 
of the instruction that we adults are giving, and 
which are so different from the actions that we 
are living. Our young people are puzzled today 
about what we should do about the Sabbath, and 
you and I have the privilege of placing before them 
some of these high ideals. 


I would that our Church might lead out even in 
this problem of Sabbath observance, that we might 
go armed with this determination, resolving that 
as far as we are concerned in our homes, they 
should be for the Lord and His Holy Sabbath Day. 


*This sermon was preached on Sunday, July 13,, 
1941, during the Woman’s Auxiliary Training 
School at Montreat, N. C. 


TESTAMENTS FOR KOREA 


Forty thousand copies of the Korean New Testa- 
ment are being sent as a gift from the American 
Bible Society to the Korean Bible Society, Seoul, 
Korea. A previous shipment of 10,000 Testaments 
was forwarded to Korea some time ago. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church is sharing in 
this work by its recent gift of $15,000.00, sent 
through its Executive Committee of Foreign Mis- 
sions, Nashville, Tenn., to the American Bible So- 
ciety, which was to help with the production of 
the books. This is the second gift the Church has 
sent to the Society earmarked for this same pur- 
pose. 


In addition to the large shipment of Testaments 
to the Korean Society, the American Bible Society 
is regularly sending smaller quantities to chaplains 
and enlisted men, requests for the latter being fre- 
quently received by the Society in New York. A 
shipment of 200 copies was sent to Dr. R. M. Wil- 
son, Southern Presbyterian Missionary, who is 
working among the lepers there. 


The Korean language uses Chinese characters, a 
native character called “En-mun” and a combina- 
tion of the two. No such type is to be found in the 
printing plants of the country. The American Bible 
Society produced the books by a _ photographic 
process, resulting in a clear, readable Testament. 

Korean Christians have always been Bible Chris- 
tians. They have been taught to read, study, love 
and obey this Book. More perhaps than in any 
other mission land the great mass of the laity 
have been brought together in a systematic way 
for Biblical instruction, old and young leaving 
their home tasks and journeying frequently long 
distances to the Bible conferences and there living 
at their own expense while assimilating the teach- 
ings-of -God's. Werd.—- . -——--—-—____—_-.- 
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The work of Bible distribution in Korea, until 
the war cut off its facilities, was in charge of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society in London. As it 
became impossible to furnish supplies the American 
Bible Society, as a part of its world emergency 
program, has been printing and shipping thousands 
of copies of the Korean Scriptures. 


Mr. Thomas Hobbs, former British and Foreign 
Bible Society agency secretary for Korea, with 
Mrs. Hobbs, visited the Bible House in New York 
during May and reported that the Korean Bible 
Society is now being operated by a leading Korean 
Christian, Mr. E. T. Chung. The Rev. J. C. F. Rob- 
ertson, formerly of China, will go out from Eng- 
land in the late summer to head up the work in 
Korea, it is expected. 





He Knows 
By Deedie-May Austin 


Out of our need, dear God, we call to Thee, 
In prayer that scarcely can be spoken. 
Words are such stilted things at best, 
And when the soul is yearning with an ur 
For communication with its Maker, 
Only an anguished cry comes from deep within: 
O God. 
No words come forth, and yet 
The heart seems to stop its pulsation 
For contact, swift as lightning, 
And nainful, too, is sensed. 
A dart from God’s arrow, 
Shot from a bow strung with the very fibres of life, 
To give fair knowledge to a burdened soul 
That God has heard the prayer. 
Yes, He has heard the supplication from His own; 
He has heard the cry from the longing heart. 
O God. 
He knew even before the prayer went up 
That His child was in need of His divine touch; 
But waited for the cry which ever comes 
Even before words could phrase the need 
God heard the cry and answered. 
God always knows our need. He always knows. 
Even before His children, looking far ahead, 
Can grasp their plight, and pray: 
He knows when prayer seems unable to reach 
our lips. 
God om and answers the call of the tortured 
soul. 


He knows, and cares for His own. 





SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 


By Charles Hodge 


VOL. 1: THEOLOGY .... .... .... .... .... .... .... 648 PAGES 
VOL. 2: ANTHROPOLOGY .... .... ..... .... .... 732 PAGES 
VOL. 3: SOTERIOLOGY .... .... .... .... ..... .... 880 PAGES 


WITH 81-PAGE INDEX ADDED 


This monumental work of the great Princeton scholar 
has been and will continue to be a standard in theo- 
logical circles. We are offering the set of three volumes, 
together with five subscriptions for one year to The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, for twelve dollars and 
fifty cents postpaid. Subscriptions may be five new ones 
or renewals or one five-year subscription. This offer good 
for only two months. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
WEAVERVILLE . NORTH CAROLINA 
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USE STANDARD’S 
True-to-the-Bible 
Sunday School Material 








They’re ALL Bible! Evangelistic. Closely Graded 
and internationsl nnpenree a ony 
S . W rite for free samples, stating de- 
partment in which interested. THE STAND- 
ARD PUBLISHING CO., Cincinnati 3, Ohio. 

























The Liberal Attack Upon The 
Supernatural Christ 


This able article written by Rev. Wm. C. Robin. 
son, D.D., and published in the May 1 issue of The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, is now available in 
folder form at $1.00 per hundred or 15c per dozen 
postpaid. If you really want to help in getting the 
proper background for, and the proper biblical re. 
futation of, the liberal Auburn Affirmation, then 
by all means get this article. A wide distribution 
of this article will help greatly in counteracting 
the mistaken idea that the Auburn Affirmation was 
only a constitutional protest against an effort of 
the U.S.A. General Assembly to set up new daoc- 
trinal standards. Order from The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 



















































































Wings For The Soul 
How To Know God's Purpose 


Many people have asked me during the course 
of my life how it is possible to know God’s purpose 
for an individual. There is so much uncertainty 
and wavering and doubt about us—there are s0 
many tempting roads to follow. To me the answer 
is simple and direct. If you are to know God’s 
purpose for you, you must first know God. You 
must know His Word and His way in other human 
lives. You must study His teachings. You must 
seek Him directly and often in prayer. The only 
thing required of you—if you would know beyond 
question that course your life should take, how 
you should use your talents, how you should 
direct your feet on the path of duty and achieve- 
ment—is to provide the listening ears and the wait- 
ing heart. God will supply the direction—the goal— 
and give you the energy to arrive at that goal. 
All of the steps you are to take may not be clear 
at the outset—in fact I do not think they ever are. 
But if you are walking close to God—if at all times 
He has your ear, He will lead the way clearly and 
directly to the end. What blessed promise is this 
one! How infinitely this partnership with God, 
possible for all of His children if we but take ad- 
vantage of it, adds to the value of a single human 
soul. Yet how many people—how many Christians 
—plot their course and destiny by themselves, with 
deaf ears to God’s purpose for them.” —J. L. Kraft. 
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General Church News 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Commencement exercises at Belhaven College, 
Jackson, Miss., May 31 - June 3, brought to a 
close one of the most significant sessions in the 
history of the institution. Among the highlights 
of the year were the attainment of two vitally 
important goals. 


Belhaven Becomes Fully 
Accredited 


For more than twenty years Belhaven has been 
on the Approved List of the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools, the accrediting 
agency of the Southern States. Due, in large 
measure, to the lack of sufficient endowment, full 
membership in the Association could not be enjoy- 
ed. During the past year the long-sought goal 
of $500,000.00 for Endowment was reached and 
having already met the other necessary qualifica- 
tions, Belhaven made application for membership 
in the Association. At its meeting in March 1946, 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Second- 
ary Schools received Belhaven College into full 
membership. The Administration of the college 
feels that this is a victory, not for Belhaven only 
but also for the cause of Christian Education in 
our Church. 


Commencement Exercises 


On Friday evening May 31, Shakespeare’s comedy 
“A Midsummer’s Night Dream” was presented by 
the Speech Department. Home-Coming day for the 
Alumnae was on Saturday, June 1. Classes of ’96, 
‘06, °16, ‘26, and ‘36 held reunion meetings and 
following these, the Annual meeting of the Alumnae 
was held in Cunningham Chapel. The Home-com- 
ing Luncheon was held in Lancaster Hall at 1 p.m. 
At this time the 25th Anniversary of President 
Gillespie was recognised with appropriate tributes 
by the Alumnae and the Board of Trustees. Other 
members of the faculty and staff, Dr. R. F. Cooper, 
Miss Juliette Chamberlin and Miss Jennie Armisted 
received recognition for their 25 years of service 
to Belhaven College. 


The Baccalaureate sermon was preached at the 
First Presbyterian Church on Sunday, June 2, by 
Dr. Robert J. McMullen, President of Centre 
College. He also conducted the Vesper Service on 
the campus that afternoon. Dr. William Childs 
Robinson, of Columbia Seminary, brought the 
message to the graduating class on Monday, June 
3. Diplomas were presented to thirty-six graduat- 
es by Major W. C. Wells, President of the Board 
of Trustees. 


Plans For Expansion 


Plans for the expansion of Belhaven College are 
being made by the Board of Trustees and the Ad- 
ministration. These plans call for the erection of 
much needed buildings and the Synod of Mississip- 
pi has authorized the Board to proceed with a pro- 
gram to raise $500,000.00 for this purpose. The 
Synod has also endorsed a Ten-Yar plan to increase 
the Endowment to a total of $1,000,000.00. Bel- 
haven looks to the future with hope. 


John W. Young, Exec. Secty. 


Austin College 


_ Nineteen students were graduated, nine classes, 
including that of 1896, held reunions, and various 
awards and honors were bestowed in commence- 
ment exercises, which concluded the 97th year of 
Austin College in Sherman, Tex. 


Rev. C. L. King, D.D., pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Houston, past Moderator of the 


General Assembly, preached the baccalaureate ser- 
mon. 


Dr. Perey C. Keith, president of Hydro-Carbon 
Research, Inc., New York, was the commencement 
speaker; and Dr. J. D. Miller, headmaster of Texas 
Military Institute in San Antonio, spoke at the 
traditional Sunday afternoon vesper services spon- 
sored by the YMCA and the YWCA. Both Dr. 
Keith and Dr. Miller are alumni of Austin College. 


Three members of the class graduated fifty years 
ago, Judge William A. Vinson, Dr. Peyton Irving, 
Jr., and Mr. J. L. Lockett, were present for re- 
union and took part in the annual alumni meeting. 


Miss Mary Burnett Thorington was awarded the 
J. C. Kidd Memorial Scholarship medal, an honor 
reserved for the senior with the highest scholastic 
average for the four years of college. 


Clyde Lewis Hall was granted the Joe Hall 
Morrison Memorial prize, an award made each year 
to a senior student to be used either in continuance 
of education or “getting a start in life.” 


Miss Annis Marie Smith received the Heard Fel- 
lowship Award in English, an honor reserved for 
a junior or senior student majoring in English. 


Charles Merrill Proudfoot was awarded the 
Robinson Memorial Scholarship medal for attaining 
the highest general average, and the Baird Bible 
medal for having the highest general average in 
English Bible. 


For proficiency in the field of romance languag- 
es, a bronze medal was awarded Robert R. Stan- 
ford, and silver loving cups to Miss Dolores Muga, 
Miss Alice Parmelly, and Miss Jonelle Sutton. 


In the Board meeting held Monday morning, 
announcement was made of four new professor- 
ships to be added, and approving plans for a new 
girls dormitory, construction on which will begin 
in the very near future. 


Dr. R. R. Harwell, professor in the Department 
of Greek and German since 1904, was elected 
Professor Emeritus of the College by action of the 
Board of Trustees May 27. 


Retired from active teaching at his own request, 
Dr. Harwell will continue to reside in Sherman and 
to exert the tremendous influence for good which 
has characterized his long, faithful service to the 
College. The following citation of appreciation, 
read by Mr. Stanley Roberts, Sr., member of the 
Board, expresses the feelings of the hundreds of 
former students who have come under Dr. Har- 
well’s teaching.: 


“The Board of Trustees of Austin College in 
session today took note of the long and faithful 
service which you have rendered to the College 
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in the teaching of hundreds of students who have 
attended your classes. The Board desires to ex- 
press to you its gratitude for this service and to 
wish for you as you become professor emeritus its 
best wishes for your continued success and hap- 
piness. The Board regards you as still a member 
of the Faculty, even though inactive, and is con- 
scious of the influence which you will still exert 
on the students whom you will contact. Your fine 
spirit of devotion to your work and your exemplary 
life which will never cease.” 


————_9—ai 


Commencement Exercises Of Sayre 
School For Girls, Lexington, Ky. 


The Commencement Exercises of Sayre School 
were held in the school chapel on Monday evening, 
June 38. Dr. Julian Price Love, Professor of Bib- 
lical Theology of the Louisville Presbyterian Sem- 
inary, in delivering the Commencement Address 
to the graduating class and the capacity audience, 
said that peace can only be laid if nations are will- 
ing to yield something of themselves in the inter- 
ests of the welfare of the world. Asserting that 
the atom bomb has made nationalism as outmoded 
as the invention of gunpowder made feudalism 
impossible, Dr. Love stated that nations must give 
up the philosophy of conquest, power, world su- 
premacy and national selfishness. Christians today 
face the problem whether they will take tiny mea- 
sures or whether they will pour out lavishly of 
their energies and their money to spread peace 
throughout the world. The nation which is pre- 
pared to make economic sacrifice, to yield terri- 
torial demands and national ambitions and to sur- 
render some of its political control in the interests 
of world security is best able to contribute to the 
world’s welfare, Dr. Love stated. 


Dr. K. E. St. Clair, President of the School, pre- 
sented diplomas to the following graduates: Joyce 
Helen Binder, Fort Thomas, Ky.; Betty Jean 
Combs, Nicholasville, Ky.; Nancy Keith Easley, 
Williamson, W. Va.; Ruthe Marita Grosjean, Ak- 
ron, Ohio; Sidney Anita Lovelace, Lexington, Ky.; 
Anne Irvine Parrigin, Monticello, Ky.; Joyce Jac- 
queline Suong, Mallory, W. Va.; and Diane Delores 
Toregas, Washington, D. C. 


Nancy Keith Easley, President of the Student 
Council and Vice-President of the Young People’s 
Organization of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Lexington, won the award of First Honor Graduate. 
She is the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. George W. 
Easley, members of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Williamson, W. Va. Nancy Keith has made an 
outstanding record during her two years at Sayre. 


Betty Jean Combs, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Combs, of the Nicholasville (Ky.) Presby- 
terian Church, was Second Honor Graduate. Betty 
Jean has also been outstanding in school work and 
in the work of the young people in her own church 
and in the Synod of Kentucky. 


Other awards presented by Dr. St. Clair were: 
For highest scholastic rating in the school for the 
year 1945-46, Julia Watson, cf Portland, Mo.; 
second highest scholastic rating, Shelby Reed, of 
Marion, Ky. Both of these girls are Freshmen. Re- 
cognition was also given Sidney Anita Lovelace 
for her twelve years of attendance at Sayre. Re- 
cognition was given Fern Horton and June San- 
dusky, of Lexington, and Diane Toregas, of Wash- 
ington, D. C., for their “excellent” rating as a 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
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trio in the regional music contest. Betty Jean 
Combs was given recognition as D.A.R. Good Citi- 
zenship Pilgrim for the year. 


The Baccalaureate Service was held in the First 
Presbyterian Church on Sunday, June 2. The Rev. 
Robert Stuart Sanders, pastor of the Versailles 
Presbyterian Church, and a trustee of the Louis- 
ville Seminary, delivered the sermon. Speaking on 
“What Is Your Life,’”’ Dr. Sanders emphasized the 
fact that one’s life is God’s and that it is meas- 
ured against the backdrop of eternity. He devel- 
oped the thoughts that one’s life is one’s own, that 
God is the Great Artificer and that the pattern of 
life is Jesus Christ. One’s sacrificial life of service 


counts for the greatest value, Dr. Sanders pointed 
out. 


This Commencement marked the closing of 
Sayre’s ninety-second year of continuous existence. 


K. E. St. Clair, President. 





VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


We are glad to report the closing of a splendid 
Vacation Bible Shoo] here, at our home, 502 South 
Seminole Drive. 


During the past 18 years, 13 of which were 
spent in the mission field in Kentucky, my wife and I 
have figured in at least 53 Vacation Bible Schools, 
in which she was, with few exceptions, the director 
and myself the minister in charge, and many of 
these schools had a larger enrollment than the one 
just held, but, in several respects, we consider 
that this has been the best of them all. This is so 
largely due to the splendid help we had in Mrs. W. 
R. New, Mrs. Warren Adair, Mrs. Carl Schubert, 
and Mrs. Winthrop Stivers, all splendid Christian 
mothers, and we have throughly appreciated their 
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wholehearted cooperation. Sixteen Bibles were 
awarded for perfect work in Bible memorization, a 
number of certificates, for good work and perfect 
attendance, and many prizes were given for the 
help of pupils in several ways and especially for 
perfect recital of the Books of the Bible, and the 
grand old Hymn, “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Name;” also for work on additional assignments. 


While in Kentucky, we made many trips to lowa, 
and while there attended upon the wonderful Bible 
conference annually held at the great summer con- 
ference grounds at Cedar Falls, and these were a 
great inspiration, and of lasting benefit. On these 
trips we made many worthwhile friends, especially 
we are so largely indebted to a great school supply 
man, who requested us always to call to see him 
before returning home. We frequently did so, and 
his gifts to our work were really helpful, and we 
thoroughly appreciated them. 


Since coming to Chatanooga, once he sent us a 
bountiful supply, for which we are thankful, and 
are using unto great advantage. During this school 
we had frequent visitors, and their ministrations 
were helpful, and we thoroughly appreciated having 
them. Among the number, were Mrs. Knechtel, 
Mrs. Poindexter, Miss Nell Davis, Rev. Willard 
Peak, Rev. H. L. Love, Jr., and our visiting Evan- 
gelist, Rev. McCoy Franklin, now holding a suc- 
cessful meeting at Rossville Boulevard Chapel. 


One day a summer Christmas tree was arranged 
and decorated in the front yard, and on a table 
at its side, were placed money and other presents, 
wrapped like Christmas, for a Missionary from Brazil, 
and her three children. This served as a practical 
lesson in sharing, and the children, also the faculty, 
entered into it beautifully. Another matter of in- 
terest was the contribution made in the leper pig, 
which amounted to several dollars. The school had 
a happy close with a bountiful picnic dinner, and, 
in connection with this, a suprise liberal shower, 
consisting of money and many good things to eat 
were presented to Rev. and Mrs. Wade, in apprecia- 
tion of their work in the Bible school. 

—J. L. Wade. 


The Prytania Street Presbyterian Church 
New Orleans . Louisiana 
1846 - 1946 


The Prytania St. Presbyterian Church, of New 
Orleans, La., was organized May 31, 1846, thus 
reaching its centennial on May 31st of this year. 
It was an offshoot of the First Presbyterian 
Church which became well known thru the out- 
standing ability of its pastor, Dr. Benjamin M. 
Palmer, whose eloquence drew throngs from all 
directions for nearly fifty years. 


It was not long before the Prytania Street 
Church began with twelve faithful members on the 
spot where it has been ever since. The First Street 
German Presbyterian Church was not many years 
later started in like manner, by a Prytania Street 
group, and has done a fine service and is still 
alert and active. Another outcropping, was follow- 
ed by the establishment of the Memorial Presby- 
terian Church, which years later was transferred to 
the Berean Center, after the neighborhood homes 
were occupied entirely by the negro race: the work 
there is somewhat similar to that of the Presby- 
terian project of Louisville, Ky., and is proceeding 
im useful and encouraging ways. At one period, 
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besides its own, Prytania Street Church, began 
and gave leadership to four Sabbath Schools—two 
each, white and colored. 


At least seven foreign missionaries have gone to 
China, Korea and Africa, giving years of devoted 
and helpful aid to the heathen of these lands. 
Several young men have become able ministers and 
are greatly honored in their fields of labor, the 
latest being Rev. William Dinwiddie, in 1944, now 
pastor at Clarendon, Ark. 


There have been only nine pastors, throughout 
the century, the longest in service being Rev. 
William McFaddin Alexander, D.D., LLD., begin- 
ing July 6, 1899, and ending March 29, 1944. In 
more recent years, the Rev. R. M. Crowe, served 
as co-pastor and pastor for four years and was 
succeeded by our present minister, the Rev. James 
A. Millard, Jr., Th. D., of Richmond, Va., on Sep- 
tember 3, 1943, when Mr. Crowe, entered the 
chaplainey of the U. S. Army. 


The imposing stone building was erected under 
Dr. Alexander’s incumbency in 1901, the dedicatory 
sermon being preached by Dr. Palmer. Although 
Prytania Street Church, is a “downtown” church, 
since the First Church has moved to an uptown 
district on South Claiborne Avenue, it still has an 
active and devoted membership, and is growing in 
numbers and usefulness, destined to do a fine 
work, as the city grows and as its influence deve- 
lops in keeping with its unbroken record of strict 
adherence to the fundamental principles of our 
heritage. 


During the first century, our Church was signal- 
ly honored by the election to the Moderatorship 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church, of two of its 
former pastors: Dr. R. Q. Mallard and Wm. McF. 
Alexander. 


The centennial celebration consisted of an able 
representation of five important causes of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., one speaker occupying 
the pulpit each month from January through May, 
1946, then finally on June 2nd Dr. Millard, the 
pastor, was assisted by its only living ex-pastor, 
the Rev. R. M. Crowe, just released from the 
army and soon to become the under-shepherd of 
the Central] Presbyterian Church at Oklahoma City, 
Okla. 


An anthem, written by Mr. Jean Pasquet, a for- 
mer organist of this Church, in memory of Dr. 
Alexander, was beautifully rendered by the choir. 
It was based upon a Scripture verse which Dr. 
Alexander loved: ‘For where two or three are 
gathered together in my Name, there am I in the 
midst of them.” 


Dr. Millard preached with convincing and _ in- 
spiring power from Psalm 90:17: “—and establish 
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thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work 
of our hands establish thou it.””’ The sermon was 
one that will linger long in the memory of active 
and former members, together with visitors pre- 
sent for the unusual occasion. 


But more important than the century just passed 
is the second one beginning, when even greater 
things are expected. We pray that our tomorrow 
may be marked by deeper obedience and new 
service in His paths, with more prayerful and 
fervent spirits. —E.T.G. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE TO 
MINISTERS 


Hearty cooperation of ministers is reauested in 
the effort to have correct addresses printed in the 
the Assembly Minutes. 


If a change is desired from the address which 
was given in the 1945 Minutes, even though you 
have not moved, please send me a card giving the 
desired change. 


If you have moved within recent months, or are 
in the process of moving, and you yourself have 
not sent this change to me, please send it, because 
it will be better for me to receive it twice than 
not at all. Chaplains and former chaplains, please 
take notice. No minister is more concerned than 
I am that his address appear correctly, but the 
responsibility for getting this to me is yours. 


If you want your copy of the Minutes mailed to 
a summer address, send postal card request. How- 
ever, be careful to indicate that you are not re- 
= a change in address in the Alphabetical 
ist. 


You must give this your immediate attention 
because the list will be in the hands of the printer 
by the time you read this, but necessary correction 
can be made. 


It is my hope that the Assembly Minutes will 
come from the press between the middle and the 
last of July. More definite notice will be given 
through the Church press when this date can be 
forecast more accurately. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk, 
1120 Liberty Bank Building, Dallas 1, Texas. 


REID MEMORIAL CHURCH 


Augusta, Ga. 


The Reid Memorial Presbyterian Church, Augusta 
Ga., is richly blessed in having as pastor the Rev. 
Massey Mott Heltzel. 


Mr. Heltzel preached his first sermon as pastor 
on December 2, 1945, using as his text, “For I 
determined to know nothing among you save Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified.”’ 


Mr. Heltzel is a young man of unusual ability 
and consecration. His sermons are splendid. He 
is throughly conservative, is a forceful speaker 
and has an excellent delivery. 


Mr. Heltzel visited every home in the Church be- 
fore Easter. He is well liked by both old and 
young because of his sincerity and his pleasing 
personality. 


In order to avoid the usual rush and confusion 
on Easter Sunday, Mr. Heltzel called a meeting of 
Session the evening before to receive new members, 
Fourteen young people from his communicants 
class appeared before Session and made their 
profession of faith after an examination which, be. 
cause of the clarity and accuracy of the answers, 
amazed every member of Session present. 


There has been a steady increase in attendance 
at the services. The number of young people 
attending the services and the increased attendance 
at the mid-week prayer meeting are most ep- 
couraging. —Clarence E. Clark, Clerk of Session, 


WEST NASHVILLE CHURCH 
West Nashville, Tenn. 


At a recent meeting of the Congregation of 
West Nashville Presbyterian Church, Nashville, 
Tenn., a call to the pastorate was unanimously 
voted to Rev. James Reed Cox, pastor of Wesley 
United Church at Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. Mr. 
Cox has accepted the call and will take over his 
pastoral duties at West Nashville Church on June 
lst. He is a native of Murfreesboro, Tenn., and 
is the son of Mr. S. S. Cox, present City Manager 
of Murfreesboro. Mr. Cox received his education 
at Murfreesboro Central High School, Wake Forrest 
(N.C.) College, Emory University, Atlanta, Ga., and 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn. From the 
last named he received his A. B., B. D. and M. A. 
degrees. He has served as instructor at Webb 
School for Boys, Bell Buckle, Tenn., and at Peacock 
School for boys, Atlanta, Ga. He has _ served 
pastorates at Murfreesboro, Hermitage, Jordonia 
and Mount Pleasant, Tenn. In World War II Mr. 
Cox served as Chaplain in the Air Transport 
Command in Canada and Alaska. The last regular 
pastor at West Nashville Church was Rev. Harvey 
T. Kidd, now stationed at Blythesville, Ark. —Chas. 
B. Hunt, Clerk of Session. 


New Church 


An April rain drummed dully against the canvas 
of a borrowed gospel-meeting tent in Altoona, Pa. 
Inside, a congregation of 300 was led in prayer by 
their minister. Across the entrance was a sign: 
“Evangelical Methodist Church.” 


It was an unfamiliar title. It was a new church 
—hborn of disagreement with the parent Methodist 
Church. 


That was a year ago. Unknown to the group in 
Altoona, similar scenes were being duplicated by 
36 other ex-Methodist congregations across the 
country. 


Kinship. Their reason for breaking away were 
all the same. Each opposed “modernism” in Me- 
thodism, wanted return to the fundamentals. 


Slowly, word of the breaks spead. Ministers 
from the congregations gathered, found that most 
had even chosen the same name (Evangelical Me- 
thodist) for their new churches. While they planned 
formal organization more congregations drifted 
away from the mother church, gravitated to their 
fellow separationists. 


In Memphis they met together, formally estab- 
lished America’s newest Protestant denomination 
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_-the Evangelical Methodist Church. Membership, 
in more than 100 congregations: 7,000. 


Firm Stand. Their creed emphasizes the Bible 
as the final and complete word of God, allows no 
modern interpretation or conjecture. Their tem- 
poral structure takes final power in all matters 
away from the main body, puts it in the hands of 
individual congregations to end the “swallowed up” 
feeling many had got as part of an 8-million-mem- 
ber denomination. 


Because of its creed the new church already has 
received membership overtures from many con- 
gregations outside the Methodist Church proper. 


Expected to join by year’s end are the 12,000 
members of the Primitive Methodist Church and 
many Southern Methodists. —Pathfinder. 


Methodist ‘Labor Chaplain’ 
Arouses Controversy 


Richmond, Va. (R.N.S.)—Appointment of the 
Rev. Charles C. Webber as “chaplain to organized 
labor’ by Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of 
New York has resulted in widespread discussion 
here of The Methodist Church’s labor policy. 


Mr. Webber, director of the Virginia State ClO 
and of the Virginia Political Action Committee of 
the CIO, was recently refused permission by Trinity 
Methodist church in Smithfield, Va., to speak at 
a men’s Bible class. 


Bishop William W. Peele, head of the Virginia 
and North Carolina Conference of the Church, has 
issued a statement here declaring that The Method- 
ist Church is neither anti-labor nor anti-manage- 
ment, but is interested in the welfare of both em- 
ployees and employers. He said his statement was 
made to correct “some misimpressions as to The 
Methodist Church’s traditional stand in the field 
of labor-management relations.” 


Religious leaders, here, worried over the fact that 
the Church may be accused of being anti-labor, 
said the question is whether Mr. Webber is acting 
in the capacity of a clergyman or a labor leader. 


Although he is a member of the New York East 
Conference, headed by Bishop Oxnam (thus receiv- 
ing his appointment from Bishop Oxnam), Mr. 
Webber is working in Virginia as a salaried official 
of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers Association. 


At the time of the action taken by Trinity 
Church, Mr. Webber was active in a CIO campaign 
to organize a local industry. This drive failed as 
the workers turned down the union, 88-27. 


CIO ORGAN PRAISES THE 
APPOINTMENT OF WEBBER 


Washington, D. C. (R.N.S.)—The latest issue of 
CIO News, published here by the Congress of In- 
dustrial Organizations, describes the Rev. Charles 
C. Webber, who has been appointed “chaplain to 
organized labor” by Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, of 
New York, as a “pioneer in the cause of promotion 
of better understanding between church and labor 
groups.” 


The publication, official organ of all CIO unions, 
carries a lengthly biography of Mr. Webber and a 
one-column picture of him. He is identified as 
“president of the Virginia State CIO Council.” 
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N. J. Board Of Education Opposes 
Bible Distribution In School 


Westwood, N. J. (R.N.S.)—The Westwood Board 
of Education has been advised by the New Jersey 
State Department of Education against going 
through with a proposed plan to allow the Gideons 
to distribute Youth Testaments to elementary 
schoo] children here. 


The Gideons’ program, which had been approved 
by the Westwood board, called for presentation of 
the Testaments to those fourth, fifth, sixth_and 
seventh grade pupils who signified a desire to re- 
ceive them. The pupils would not have been under 
compulsion to take the Testaments. Distribution of 
the books would have been made at a_ special 
assembly attended only by those interested in ob- 
taining them. 


Although most of the local school board gave their 
assent to the proposal, one member declared that 
he feared it would lead to proselytizing among non- 
Protestants and non-Christians. 


According to a Gideon representative, the Youth 
Testaments contained no indoctrination and in- 
cluded portions of the Old Testament. 


Raise Ban On Hymn Singing 


Bonclarken, N. C. (RNS).—A 142-year-old ban 
on hymn singing by the Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian Church has been lifted, it was announced 
here at the 142nd annual meeting of the General 
Synod of the Church. 


Following a 108-97 vote in the six presbyteries, 
the singing of hymns and psalms will be optional 
in churches of the denomination. 


ee 


Professor Hanna Receives 
Honorary Degree 


The Rev. C. Morton Hanna, Instructor-Supervisor 
of Rural Church, was recently honored when the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon 
him by Hanover College at the 1946 Commence- 
ment Exercises. Dr. Hanna’s outstanding work in 
the Todd-Dickey Rural Training Parish has received 
national acclaim, and he is in constant demand as 
a consultant in rural work and as a lecturer at 
various types of church meetings. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Oe 


THE NEW MODERNISM 


By Cornelius Van Til, PhD. Published by Pres- 
byterian and Reformed Publishing Company, 525 
Locust Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $3.75. 


Many books have been written on the dialetical 
theology of Karl Barth and Emil Brunner. We 
know of none that will compare in thoroughness 
and philosophical grasp with this profound work by 
Professor Van Til. It is likely that this book will be 
a standard work on Barth and Brunner as long as 
men are interested in these Continental theologians. 


Dr. Van Till analyzes all of Barth’s writings 
from the time he wrote his first two articles in 
1909 when he was about to enter the ministry, to 
the last production from his pen. He traces care- 
fully his theological pedigree pointing out that 
Barth as a student worked under Wilhelmn Herr- 
mann, and Adolph Von Harnack who were Ritch- 
lians. He reminds us that after he rejected Ritch- 
lianism and adopted dialecticism he was still con- 
trolled by the critical epistemology and his theo- 
logy was anti-metaphsical. Barth saw early in his 
career the weakness of the school in which he was 
trained and hesitated to enter the minstry. He 
confessed he did not know what message to bring. 
Van Til states, that after Barth’s decision to be- 
come a minister “His difficulties like the artillery 
fire of an enemy continued to harass him. He 
gives an account of this constant bombardment in 
an extended article on the ‘Personality of God.’ ” 


The author contends that the Critical epistemo- 
logy of Barth colors all of his views in regard to 
the relation of God to man and of man to God. 
Because of this view Barth has rejected the idea 
that the phenomenal world including nature and 
the mind of man, is to be taken as the revelation 
of God to man. Dr. Van Till affirms: “Neither 
nature nor the mind of man can be regarded with 
Calvin in his ‘Institutes’ apart from sin, orginally 
and inherently indicative of the character and the 
will of God.” He is of the opinion that a Critically 
informed theology is not a Christian theology, and 
Barth’s earliest theology was Critical in character. 
He stresses the fact that all the theology stemming 
from Kant’s anti-metaphysical philosophy cannot be 
consistantly Christian. He also concludes that the 
difference between the theology of Barth and 
Brunner compared with the theology of Schleier- 
macher can at best be one of degree. All, in Van 
Til’s view, reject the metaphysics of orthodoxy 
and every notion of antecedent being. The author 
rightly declares that orthodoxy’s conception of God 
is that He must be an absolute personal God and 
we must hold to this doctrine as its chief and fore- 
most constitutive concept. For Brunner, however, 
the idea of an absolute God is nothing but a limit- 
ing concept. 


The last four chapters in this book in our judge- 
ment are the best and certainly the most readable. 
The first part is necessary but it is written in such 
technical language that unless the reader is es- 
pecially interested in this subject he will be wearied 
before he reaches the finest part of the book. These 
chapters deal with Barth’s and Brunner’s concep- 
tion of the Christian Church, the Christian Life, 
and the Christian Hope, and the last chapter offers 
concluding remarks following the survey of the 
works of these two theologians. Dr. Van Til ex- 


presses the belief that the differences between 
Barth and Brunner are very small compared to the 
differences between Dialecticism as a whole and 
the orthodox faith. 


Professor Van Til makes it clear that the con. 
trast between Dialectical and orthodox doctrines of 
Scripture is basic. “This constrast does not limit 
itself to the question of plenary inspiration or of a 
finished canon. He pours new and radically differ. 
ent meaning into all of these ideas by means of his 
critical epistomology.” “The orthodox doctrine 
of objective and therefore direct revelation is for 
Barth the high water mark of man’s conceit.” 


In this appraisal Dr. Van Til also believes that 
the Dialectical Theology is weak in its views of the 
Christian life. He puts it this way, ‘““With the best 
of will, Barth’s position cannot escape the ethical 
individualism he so rightly dreads. There is no 
imperative voice in Dialecticism. The imperative 
is reduced to the indicative. There is no one to 
speak with the imperative voice, because this ex- 
istence of Him who speaks depends upon the re- 
sponse from’ Him who hears, and he who hears is 
none other than he who is already one with God.” 
This observation is also offereda“In practice Barth’s 
ethics is therefore that of -xpert value taster, 

»nsciousness theo- 
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logians. Barth no iy — ‘tor high things in 
the field of eth 1 iy consciousness theo- 


logians also ace? ~ .s is true to the extent that 
he borrs:. : s from those whose system he 
so» ,ects; his own system furnishes no 
s a on for them.” 
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‘us scholarly volume closes with the conviction 
that historic Christian theism and modernism can 
never be reconciled. To express it in the author’s 
words: “The new Modernism and the old are alike 
destructive of historic Christian theism and with 
it of the significant meaning of human experience.” 
We are warned against a piece-meal analysis of the 
Theology of Crisis. “Both are unfair to its authors 


and indequate in its results for those who perform 
Sg 


If Dr. Van Til’s conclusion is correct, that all the 
doctrines of the Theology of Crisis must be seen 
through the spectacles of the “Critique of Pure 
Reason,” then nothing could be more untrue to 
history than to say that the theology of Barth and 
Brunner is basically similar to that of Calvin and 
Luther. 


Although the technical nature of this book makes 
it hard to follow, it will be difficult to deny that 
the author’s contention that though modernism may 
sail under the flag of the Christian religion it is not 
a friend of historic Christianity. Finally, Dr. Van 
Til would have Christians to challenge boldly 
modernism at its foundation by taking the position 
of Christian Theism. Upon this ground the Chris- 
tian has nothing to fear. 


We would like to recommend that this book be 
purchased at once, carried in the reader’s handbag 
on his summer vacation, and read in a quiet spot 
free from interruptions. It will yield large divi- 
dends to patient and concentrated thought. 


John R. Richardson. 
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